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THE TASKS FACING A REALIST CRIMINOLOGY

"THE RECENT SPEED OF GROWTH OF CRIME HAS BEEN
UNPRECEDENTED. IT HAS ALSO0 BEEN PECULTARLY
DISAPPOINTING. IN THE FIRST THENTY YEARS OF THE
CENTURY: EVEN DURING THE FIRS5T HORLD HAR: RATES OF
CRIME REMAINED FAIRLY LEVEL: NO MORE THAN KEEPING
PACE HWITH POPULATION. IT HAS IN THE POST-HAR
DEPRESSION THAT A SUSTAINED TREND BECAME
DISCERNIBLE. THROUGH THE YEARS OF ECONOMIC
UPHEAVAL: UNEMPLOYMENT AND ANOTHER GREAT WAR: IT
GATHERED PACE INEXORABLY: THOUGH THE YEARLY
ACCRETIONS HERE SMALL COMPARED WITH THOSE HWE TAKE
FOR GRANTED TODAY. THERE ALHAYS SEEMED SOME REASOM:
S0OME S50CTIAL EVIL TO ACCOUNT FOR THEM. THERE ALHAYS
REMAINED THE HOPE THAT IF HE COULD ACHIEVE PEACE
AND PLENTY: THEY HOULD STOP. IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE
FIFTIES IT APPEARED THAT THIS HOPE HAS TO BE
ACHIEVED. THERE HAS EVYEN A DROP. WE THOUGHT HE HERE
AT LAST COMING OUT OF THE HOOD. HWITH PROSPERITY:
BETTER EDUCATION: FULL EMPLOYMENT AND THE HELFARE
5TATE: THE VERY ROOTS OF CRIMINALITY MIGHT BE
STARVED. THEN SUDDENLY: AS POST-HAR RATIONING CAME
TO AM END: AS HE HERE PREPARING TO HEAR HWE HAD NEVER
HAD IT 50 GOOD: AS THE CURVE OF AFFLUEMNMCE HAS
GATHERING MOMENTUM: THE CURVE OF CRIME BEGAN TO
FOLLOM IT...

'WHY SHOULD IT BE THAT A CENTURY OF THEORISING AMD
RESEARCH SHOULD HAVE MADE LITTLE OR NO APPARENT
IMPACT EITHER UPON THE TRENDS OF CRIME IN OUR
SOCTETY OR UPON OUR ABILITY TO MODIFY CRIMIMAL
TENDENCIES IN INDIVIDUALS™ ([(S5IR LEON RADZIINOVICE
AND MRS JOAN KING: 1977 PP.4 AND 93]

The Tasks Facing a Realist Criminology



Realist Criminology

THE TROUBLE HWITH CRIMINOLOGY IS THAT IT CANNOT
EXPLAIN CRTME. AND BEING UMABLE TO EXPLAIN THE
PHENOMENON ITS PERSISTENT: IF DIVERSE SUGGESTIONS
AS HOW TO TACKLE THE PROBLEM: GRIND TO A HALT IN A
MIRE OF RECIDIVISM: OVERCROMWDED PRISONS AND FAILED
EXPERIMENTS. THE CRIME RATE SEEMS UNCONDUCIVE TO
HUMAN INTERVENTION. NOTHIMG SEEMS TO WORK: EACH
PRIZED ITNNOVATION: FROM COMMUNITY SERVICE TO
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: SEEMS TO HAVE LITTLE EFFECT.
TODAY THE BEST FRIEND OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST IS THE
DEMOGRAPHER. INDEED: THE ONLY ADVAMCED TNDUSTRIAL
COUNTRIES: OUTSIDE OF JAPAM: WHHICH CAM BOAST A
DECLTNING CRIME RATE HOULD SEEM TO OHWE THEIR GOOD
FORTUNE TO DEMOGRAPHY: NOT CRIMINOLOGY: AS THE
PROPORTION OF YOUNG MALES IM THEIR POPULATION
TEMPORARILY DECLINES. PARADOXICALLY: THERE HAS
NEYER BEEN A PERIOD HWITH A WIDER RANGE OF HELL-
HRITTEN TEXTS FROM EACH OF THE DIFFERENT
CRIMIMNOLOGIES WHICH HAVE EVYOLVED OVER THE LAST
CENTURY AND: AS HE SHALL 5EE: THERE HAVE BEEN S0OME
GENUINE THNNOVATIONS IN THE LAST TEN YEARS. YET THIS
SEEMINGLY HEALTHY DEBATE CONCEALS A BABBLE OF
PARADIGMS UNITED AROUND A SHARED TNABILITY TO GET
TO GRIPS HITH THE PHENOMENMON OF CRIME.

THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL TENET OF A REALTST CRIMINOLOGY
IS TO BE FAITHFUL TO THE PHENMOMEMOM HWHICH IT IS
S5TUDYING. THAT IS TO BE TRUE TO THE ACTUAL SHAPE OF
THE PHENOMENON AND THE FORCES WHICH HAYE BROUGHT
IT INTO BETNG AND WHICH HILL TRANSFORM IT OVER TIME.
REALISM IS NOT EMPIRICISM: IT DOES MNOT MERELY
REFLECT THE HORLD OF APPEARANCES: THE TRADEMARK OF
CONMYENTIONAL CRIMINOLOGY AND CONVENTIONAL PUBLIC
HISDOMS. RATHER IT ATTEMPTS TO UNPACK THE
PHENOMENON: DISPLAY ITS HIDDEN RELATIOMSHIPS AND
PINPOINT THE DYNAMICS WHICH LTIE BEHIND THE APPARENT
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OBVYIOUSHNESS OF A S5INGLE CRIMINAL INCIDENT AT A
PARTICULAR MOMENT OF TIME. TO DO THIS IT MUST
CONTEXTUALTISE THE MOMENT AND PLACE ITS TRAJECTORY
IN TIME. FUNDAMENTALLY REALIST CRIMINOLOGY
INVOLYES AN ACT OF DECONSTRUCTION. IT TAKES THE
PHENOMENON OF CRTME APART: BREAKING IT DOKWN TO ITS
COMPONENT PIECES AND SEQUENCES: IT NOTES: IN
CONTRAST: HOW THE VARIOUS CRIMINOLOGIES TEMWD TO
FOCUS AN FRAGMENTS OF THIS CONSTRUCTION: TAKING OMNE
EMPIRICAL YERITY LIKE A SINGLE REFLECTION FROM A
MULTI-FACETED MIRROR AND CLATMING THAT IT
REPRESENTS THE WHOLE. REALISM PLACES TOGETHER
THESE FRAGMENTS OF THE SHAPE OF CRIME IM THEIR
S0O0CTAL CONTEXT OVER TIME TO CAPTURE THE REAL FORCES
BEHIND THE ONE-DIMENSIONAL: TIME- FROZEN TMAGES OF
CONVENTIOMNAL ACCOUNTS.

REALISM IS NOT EMPIRICISM IM THAT IT DOES NOT
BELTIEVE THAT PUBLIC STEREOTYPES OF CRTME OR FEARS OF
CRIME OR TMAGES OF OFFENDERS AND OF POLICING ARE
ACCURATE. IT BELTEVES THAT FRAGMENTS OF REALITY ARE
RE-CONTEXTUALISED JUST AS THEY ARE IN
CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY ITSELF. TO TAKE CRIME
SERTIOUSLY: THEN: IS5 HNOT TO REFLECT THE PUBLIC TMAGES
OF CRIME. BUT IT IS TO SAY THAT THERE IS A RATIONAL
CARE TO PUBLIC CONCERNS AND TMAGES. THAT IS: THAT
POPULAR CONCEPTIONS OF CRIME AND POLICING ARE: IN
THE MAIN: CONSTRUCTED OUT OF THE MATERIAL
EXPERIENCE 0OF PEOPLE RATHER THAN FANTASIES
IMPRESSED UPON THEN BY THE MASS MEDIA OR AGENCIES
OF THE STATE. FANTASIES OCCUR: OF COURSE: WHHERE
THERE IS5 NO DIRECT EXPERIENMCE: IT IS NOT THOSE WHO
HAYE BEEN MUGGED HHO HAVE FANTASTIC IMAGES OF THE
MUGGER: BUT THOSE SUBURBAN S0ULS HWHOSE S0OCTAL
KNOHLEDGE OF MUGGING - THAT IS: DIRECT EXPERTIENCE OF
THEMSELVES: FRIENDS AND RELATIVES - IS VIRTUALLY NIL.
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AND AGAIN: THOSE IN ITNHMER CITY BRITAIN WHHO HAVE
FREGUENT CONTACT WITH THE POLICE BELTEVE THAT THERE
ARE WIDESPREAD MALPRACTICES:» THOSE WHO HAVE ZERDO
CONTACT OFTEN BELIEVYE THE POLICE TO BE FAULTLESS
(SEE JONES AND YOUNG: 1956). REALTISM THUS 5ETS ITSELF
AGAINST THOSE IDEALIST THEORIES HWHICH PORTRAY
MORAL PANICS AS MEDIA INSTIGATED EVENTS HITHOUT ANY
RATIONAL BASIS AND AGAINST THOSE HRITERS HHO TALK
GLTBLY OF IRRATIONMAL FEARS OF CRIME HWITHOUT
SPECIFYING HHAT A RATIONAL FEAR HOULD LOOK LIKE.

BUT IF REALISM IS HILLING TO GRANT CONMVYENTIONAL
ACCOUNTS OF CRIME A RATIONAL CARE IT IS ALSO
EGUALLY ADAMANT THAT THERE ARE EXTRAORDIMNARY
RECURRENT PROBLEMS OF THE CONTEXTUALISATION OF
CRIME BY CONVENTIONAL CRIMIMNOLOGY AND THE PUBLIC
AT LARGE. CONVENTIONAL CRIMINOLOGY IS
CHARACTERISED BY ITS PARTIALITY: IT TAKES PART OF A
PROCESS: OME MOMENT OF TRUTH AND ATTEMPTS TO CREATE
FROM THIS A SOLID THEORETICAL EDIFICE. IT IS A
CACOPHONY OF PTECES OF REALITY: EACH SEEKING TO BE
THE TOTALITY: A 'SCIENTIFIC' PROCESS WHICH ATTEMPTS TO
CONCLUDE AN EGUATION WITH ONLY ONE OR THO OF THE
VARIABLES AT HAND. PARTIALITY INVOLVES EITHER
GENERALISATION FROM ONME FRACTURED PIECE OF THE
CRIMIMNAL PROCESS: oR FROM A ONE-SIDED
INTERPRETATION OF THE NATURE OF HUMAN NATURE AND
SOCTETY.

PARTIALITY I5 A PERENNIAL CHARACTERISTIC OF
CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY. IT CAN INVYOLVYE TAKING THE
CRTMINAL AT ONE S5INGLE POINT OF TIME AND DENYING THE
PAST CTRCUMSTANCES WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT THE CRIME
OR THE FUTURE POSSIBILITIES. IT AN INVOLVYE A
FIXATION OM THE DISTANT PAST 50 THAT PRESENT
CIRCUMSTANCES ARE ANNULLED. IT CAN INVYOLVE A FOCUS
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AN MACRO- STRUCTURE OF SOCTETY AND ITS LEGISLATION
AND IGNORE THE RULE-BREAKER ALTOGETHER - AND: OF
COURSE: IT CAN FOCUS ON THE CRIMINAL AS IF HE OR SHE
HAS TNDEPENDENT OF HUMANLY CREATED RULES. IT CAM
HAVE CRTIMINAL ACTORS WHHOSE ACTIONS ARE PRESCRIBED
BY THEIR BODIES: IT CAN HAVYE THOSE HHO EXIST ITH SOME
ATRY LIMBO OF SYMBOLISM HWITHOUT ANY BODIES
HHATEVYER. IT CAN POINT TO STMPLE ACTORS HWHOSE
CHOICES ARE AN ARTIFACT OF THE SPATIAL OBSTACLES
AND OPPORTUNITIES CONFRONTIMNG THEM: IT CAN HAVE
CRIMINALS WHO EXTIST OUTSIDE OF THE PHYSICAL HORLD
OF SPACE AND OPPORTUNITY. IT CAN TAKE ONE PART OF
THE SGUARE OF CRIME: OFFENDER: VICTIM: POLICE OR
INFORMAL CONTROL AND EXPLAIN ALL CRTME TN TERMS OF
ONE (OR AT BEST THO) OF THESE FACTORS. IT CANM BE BONE-
HEADEDLY DETERMINISTIC OR CAN TMEBEUE HUMAN NATURE
HITH PURE REASON. IT CAMN ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN THE
CRIMINOLOGICAL UNIVERSE IN TERMS OF RACE: OR CLASS
ORrR GENDER OR AGE: BUT S5CARCELY EVER A GENUINE
MEANINGFUL CULTURAL SYNTHESIS OF THEM ALL.

IN THE ACT OF DECONSTRUCTING CRIME: T HANT TO LOOK AT
THREE ASPECTS OF THE CRIMINAL PROCESS: THE SHAPE OF
CRIME AT A GIVEN MOMENT: THE CONTEXT OF CRIME AND
THE PAS5AGE OF THE CRIMINAL ACT THROUGH TIME.

A. The Shape of Crime

THE MOST CRUCIAL DIMENSION OF DEVIANCE IS THAT IT IS
A PRODUCT OF ACTION AND REACTION: OF ACTORS AND
REACTORS: OF BEHAVIOUR AND OF RULES. AND INM THE
CASE 0OF CRIMINAL DEVIAMCE: THESE ARE LEGAL
REGULATIONS. EACH PART OF THIS DYAD IS VITAL TO
REALTISHM. IT IS TMPOSSIBLE TO BE DEVYIANT HITHOUT THE
APPLICATION OF RULES: BUT IT IS TMPOSS5IBLE TO HAVE
RULES WHHICH HAVE ANY HUMAN RELEVANCE WITHOUT THE
EXISTENCE OF ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL RULE-BREAKING.
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THE CRTME RATE THEREFORE MUST: OF NECESSITY: TNVOLVE
BEHAVIOUR AND RULE ENFORCERS. IT CANMNOT POSS5IBLY
BE EXPLAINED SOLELY ITH TERMS OF EITHER CHANGES IN
BEHAVIOUR OR IN TERMS OF CHANMGES IM RULES. THE
NOTION OF A 'REAL' CRTME RATE: TINDEPENDENT OF SO0CTAL
REACTION - A 5TMPLE MEASURE OF CHANGES TN CRIMIMNAL
BEHAVIOUR - IS JUST A5 ABSURD AS THAT OF AN
EPTPHENOMENAL <CRIME RATE MERELY CREATED BY
REACTORS. THUS A GUESTION SUCH AS: 'HAS VYIOLENCE
GONME UP TN OUR SOCIETY™ HAS TO BE ANSHERED BY
REFERENCE TO CHANGES TN VYIOLENT BEHAVIOUR AND
CHANGES TN THE <CONCEPTION AND TOLERAMCE OF
VIOLENCE. ALL SOCTAL STATISTICS FROM SUICIDE:
THROUGH ALCOHOLISM: TO POVERTY TO CRITME: SHARE THIS
DYADIC STRUCTURE. AND IF SHIFTS TN OUR LEVELS OF
TOLERANCE - TOGETHER HWITH CHANGES IMN BEHAVIOUR:
CREATE INCREASES TN OUR RATES OF VIOLENT CRIME: THIS
MAKES THE FIGURES NO LESS REAL. FOR THAT IS THE
REALITY OF CRIME RATES: THE MOVEMENT OF THO FACTORS.
ACTION AND REACTION. SIMILARLY: THE DIFFERENTIAL
RATES OF CRIME BETHEEN DIFFERENT S0CIAL GROUPS
CAMNOT BE MERELY THE RESULT OF DIFFERENT DEPLOYMENT
OF POLICE RESOURCES NOR MERELY DIFFERENCES IN
BEHAVIOUR: THEY MUS5T - HWHATEYER THE PRECISE
HEIGHTING BETHEEN THEM - TNVYOLVYE THE THO FACTORS.
THE REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM OF AN EITHER-OR ANALYSIS
IS THAT ALL PEDOPLE BEHAVE STMILARLY AND THE POLICE
ACT DIFFERENTIALLY BETHEEN THEM: OR THAT CRIMINALITY
VARTES AND THE POLTCE ACT TOTALLY STMILARLY TO EVERY
GROUP. EITHER IDEAL SCEMARIO HWOULD BE SO0
EXTRAODORDINARY AS TO BE UNTENABLE.
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LET US LOOK A LITTLE MORE CLOSELY AT THE S50CTIAL
REACTION SIDE OF THE EGUATION. ALTHOUGH THERE IS A
TENDENCY - AMONGST A WIDE SHATHE OF THEORISTS AND
POLITICAL OPINIOM - TO YIEW THE S50CTAL REACTION
AGAINST CRIME AS A POLICE MOMOPOLY: THIS IS
OBVYIOUSLY UNTRUE. PUBLIC OPINIOM AND INFORMAL
S50CTAL CONTROL HAVE THE CENTRAL ROLE: NOT OMLY IN
DEFINING WHAT IS5 CRIME: BUT ALS0O TN MAINTAINING
S50CTAL ORDER. FURTHERMORE: SUCCESSFUL POLICE
ACTION IS VERY LARGELY DEPENDENT ON PUBLIC SUPPORT.
IN URBAN AREAS 953 OF CRIMES ARE BROUGHT TO THE
ATTENTION 0OF THE POLICE BY THE PUBLIC: AND
SUCCESSFUL CLEARING UP OF CRIME IS ALS0O LARGELY
DEPEMDENT ON THE PUBLIC REPORTING SUSPECTS TO THE
POLICE AND HWITHESSING IN COURT (SEE KINSEY ET AL
19%86). EVEN IN THE HORST POLICE STATE - AND OFTEN THE
MORE 50 - THE SOCIAL CONTROL MECHANISMS OF CIVIL
SOCTETY ARE PARAMOUNT. AND THESE EXTEND FROM THE
INFORMAL FORCES OF THE URBAN PUBLIC S5PACE: THROUGH
TO INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE FAMILY: TO PRIVATE
AGENMCIES SUCH AS THE MASS MEDIA: CRUCTAL PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE SCHOOL: THROUGH S0CTAL
HORK AGENCIES UP TO THE DIRECT COERCIVE AGENTS OF
THE STATE: THE POLICE THEMSELVES. IF: THEN: CRIME IS
DEFINED AND CONTROLLED BY A SERIES OF REACTIONS:
THE SY¥S5TEM OF SOCTAL CONTROL IS AN EXTENSIVE AND
COMPLEX ONE.

HE SEE: THEREFORE: HOH THE MULTIPLE AGENCIES WHICH
REACT TO CRITME ARE TNVOLVYED BOTH AS DEFIMERS OF
HHAT IS TOLERABLE AND INTOLERABLE BEHAVIOUR AND AS
CONTROLL ERS OF THE LEVEL OF DEVYIANMCE. BOTH OF THESE
VARTABLES: INVOLVING AGENCIES MWHICH ARE NOT
NECESSARILY IN AGREEMENT: ARE CRITICAL TO THE CRIME
LEVEL. FURTHERMORE: THERE IS5 NO INTRINSIC REASOM
HHY THE DEFINITIONAL FUNCTION OF THESE AGENCIES ANMD
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THEIR CONTROL FUNCTIOMS SHOULD MOVE IN THE SAME
DIRECTION. FOR EXAMPLE: THAT LOW LEVELS OF CONTROL
SHOULD RELATE TO A HIGH TOLERANCE OF DEVIANCE: ETC.

LET US TURNM: NOMW: TO THE CRTMINAL ACT ITSELF. AT HEART
THIS HAS AM OFFENDER AND A YICTIM. THERE ARE: OF
COURSE: CRTMES HHICH S50ME MAINTAIN ARE 'VICTIMLESS"
BUT THIS APPELLATION IS MADE PRECISELY BY THOSE HHO
HOULD ARGUE THAT THEY ARE NOT TRUE CRTME. THIS IS OF
NO CONMCERN TO US HERE. HHAT IS OF IMPORTAMCE IS THE
EXISTENCE OF THE SECOND DYAD IN THE CRIME EQUATION:
THAT OF THE VYICTIM AND OFFENDER.

HE HAYE HMNOW OUTLINED THE FOUR KEY FACTORS IN THE
CRIME EQUATION: FORMAL AND INFORMAL CONMTROL
S5¥YSTEMS (THE REACTORS): AND OFFENDER AND VICTIM (THE
ACTORS THE BEHAVIOUR REACTED AGATINSTI.

HE CAN EXPRESS THIS IN TERMS OF A SUARE:

POLICE: OFFENDER
MULTI-AGENCIES

REACTION ACTION
THE
PUBLIC VICTIM

THIS CRIMINOLOGICAL SGUARE IS AT THE HEART OF
UNDERSTANDING CRIME. IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT
S5UCH A S5IMPLE STRUCTURE IS SADLY NEGLECTED BY
TRADITIONAL CRITMINOLOGY.

SOME ITHMDEX OF ITS PARTIALITY CAM BE SEEN FROM THE
FACT THAT CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORIES HAVE TENDED TO

FOCUS ON ONE PART OF THE SUARE AND LARGELY EXCLUDE
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THE OTHERS.

CLASSICISM- OFFENDER-
5TATE POSITIVISH

REACTION ACTION

CONSERVATISM-
VICTIM
INFORMAL
VYICTIMOLOGY

THUS CLASSICIST THEORIES OF DEFEREMCE HAVE GUITE
HAPPILY TRIED TO EXPLAIN CHANGES IN THE CRIME RATE
BY DIFFERENTIAL DETERRENCE ALONE: IGMORING THE FACT
THAT THE STATE ACTION AGATNST CRIME IS DEPENDENT OM:
AND ITS TMPACT A FUNCTION OF THE DEGREE OF INFORMAL
CONTROL: THE MOTIVATION OF THE OFFENDER: AND THE
EASE OF ACCESS TO VICTIMS. POSITIVISM HAS EXPLICITLY
ARGUED THAT ITS DETERMINED HOMINICULAE ARE
UNAFFECTED BY DETERRENCE: HHILST: AS DAVID MATZA
(19691 POINTED OUT: IT ATTEMPTED TO DIVORCE THE STUDY
OF DEVIANCE FROM THE STUDY OF THE S5STATE. MOST
S5IGNIFICANTLY: THERE HAS BEEN AN OMNGOING DEBATE
BETHEEN THOS5E THEORISTS HHO HAVE SEEN CHANGES IN
THE CRIME RATE A5 A FUNCTION OF INCREASED
SENSITIVITY TO DEVIANCE PLUS S5TRONGER
ADMINISTRATIVE REACTION TO CRTIME (EG PEPINSKY: 1980;
PEARSON: 19583): AND THOSE HHO HAVYE SEEN THERE BEING
A RISE TN CRTMINAL BEHAVIOUR ITSELF. ALL OF THIS
DEBATE IS BEST PLACED WITHIN A BRIEF EXAMINATION OF
ITS RECENT HIS5TORY AND THE TMPACT OF THE
AETIOLOGICAL CRISTIS ONM CRIMINOLOGY.

The Tasks Facing a Realist Criminology



Realist Criminology

Partiality and the Aetiological Crisis

I HAVE DETAILED THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
AETIOLOGICAL CRISIS ELSEWHERE (1956). BRIEFLY THE
DOMINANT CRIMINOLOGICAL PARADIGM IMN HESTERN
CRIMINOLOGY IM THE POST-HAR PERIOD HWAS THAT OF
S50CTAL DEMOCRATIC POSITIVISM: NAMELY: THAT CRIME
AND DELTINGUENCY HWERE A RESULT OF 'POOR' SOCIAL
CONDITIONS AND THAT SOCTIAL REFORM: THEREFORE: HOULD
REDUCE THE CRIME RATE. A5 HE KNOW THROUGHOUT THE
S5IXTIES AND EARLY SEVENTIES THE REVERSE HAPPENED.
S5LUM CLEARANCE: THE EXPANSION OF THE HELFARE S5TATE:
INCREASED EDUCATIONAL PROVISIONS AND THE HIGHEST
LIVING STANDARDS TH THE HISTORY OF HUMANITY HERE
ACCOMPANIED BY A ROCKETING CRTME RATE. ALL OF THIS
HAS UNDERSCORED BY OVERCROMWDING ANMD RTOTING INM THE
PRISONS: THE COLLAPSE OF THE REHABILITATIVE IDEAL
AND THE HWELL-PUBLICISED FAILURE OF SUCH SOCIAL
DEMOCRATIC EXPERIMENTS AS MOBILISATION FOR YOUTH.
THESE THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL PROBLEMS SENT
CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY INTO A S5PIN. ALTHOUGH: MUCH
CREATIVE THNNOVATION HWAS GENERATED TN THE
THEORETICAL FERMENT OF THE PERIOD THE RESPONSE TO
THE CHALLENGE OF EXPLAINING THE AETIOLOGICAL CRISTS
HAS DISTINGUISHED BY RENEHED LEVELS OF PARTIALITY.
THUS EACH CORNER OF OUR CRIMINOLOGICAL S52UARE:
THE STATE: INFORMAL S50CTAL CONTROL: OFFEMDERS AND
VICTIMS HERE SEPARATELY HUSTLED IN TO EXPLAIN THE
RISE IN CRIME. THUS: FOR SOME: HHAT WAS NEEDED HAS A
5TATE REACTION WHERE THE POLICE AND THE JUDICIARY
HERE JUST: CERTAIN: AND EFFECTIVE. HNEO-CLASSICISM
EMERGED- BECCARIA: JOHN STUART HMILL HERE
REDISCOVERED. AND FROM AN OPPOSITE POLITICAL
POSITION: THE STATE HWAS SEEN TO HAVE MERELY
MANUFACTURED THE RISE TN CRTME THROUGH MORE POLICE:
MORE METICUSOUS COLLECTION OF STATISTICS AND
EXPANDED PENAL CODES.
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FOR OTHERS THE COLLAPSE OF INFORMAL CONTROL HAS
S5EEM A5 THE PROBLEM. CONSERVATIVES 0OF ALL
COMPLEXTONS SAW THE COLLAPSE OF PUBLIC STANDARDS:
PERMISSIVENESS IN CHILD-REARING AND THE COLLAPSE
OF THE PROTESTANT ETHIC A5 THE SOURCE OF OUR
INCREASED CRIMINALITY. LITBERTARIANS REVERSED ALL
OF THIS YET REMAINING PARTIAL TO TNFORMAL CONTROL
AS THE MAJOR EXPLANATION OF THE RISING CRTME RATE.
FOR THEM: MORAL PANICS TN THE POPULATION OFTEN
GENERATED BY THE MASS5 MEDIA: HAD CREATED A SORT OF
MCCARTHYISM OF DELINGUENCY: HHERE FOLK DEVILS AND
IRRATIONALITY ABOUNMDED. IF: FOR THE CONSERVATIVES:
THE TMMUNITY SYS5TEM OF PUBLIC OPTINION HAD ENTERED A
SERTOUS COLLAPSE: FOR THE LIBERTARIANS IT HAD
BECOME UNNATURALLY SENSITIVE AND AGITATED.

TURNING TO THE PARTIAL FOCUS AN THE ROLE OF THE
OFFENDER: THEORISTS POINTED TO THE INCREASE IN THE
PROPORTION OF YOUTH AND IN THE CONCEPT OF RELATIVE
DEPRIVATION AS EXPLANATIONS OF RISING CRIME. THE
PROBLEM HWITH SOCTIAL POSITIVISM HAS MERELY THAT IT
FOCUSSED AN ABSOLUTE DEPRIVATION: IT HAS RELATIVE
EGUALITY WHICH PERSISTED AND EVEN INCREASED HITHIN
A HEALTHY SOCIETY: HHICH GAVE RISE TO CRIME. LASTLY:
A FOCUS ONM THE VICTIM AS THE EXPLANATORY FACTOR
EMERGED. THE RISE OF CRIME AMIDST AFFLUENMCE HAS
MERELY THAT THERE HWERE MORE GLITTERINMNG PRIZES TO
S5TEAL. AND THE MNEW AFFLUENT PUBLIC COULD AFFORD THE
SORT OF OPEN LIFESTYLE HHICH INCREASED THE TARGETS
FOR CRIME BY TAKING THEM MORE OFTEN OUT OF THE
SAFETY OF THEIR HOMES: HHILST AT THE SAME TIME
LEAVING THEIR HOMES MORE OFTEN UNGUARDED.

ALL OF THESE VYARIOUS PIECES OF THE JIGS5AW PUZZLE:
EACH WITH THEIR OWN PORTION OF TRUTH: HERE INVOKED
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BUT ONLY RARELY - IF AT ALL - HERE THE PIECES EVER
BROUGHT TOGETHER. IN CONTRAST: FROM A REALIST
PERSPECTIVE RISING CRIME CAN OCCUR WHEM ONE OR
MORE OF THE FOLLOMWING CONDITIONS PREDOMINATE:

- HHEN STATE DETERRENCE IS5 LESS EFFECTIVE:

- HHERE INFORMAL SOCTAL CONTROL IS REDUCED:

- HWHERE STATE AND.-OR PUBLIC DEFINITIONS OF CRIME
BECOME LESS TOLERANT:

- HMHHEN THE NUMBER OF THOS5E ACTIVATED TO OFFEND
INCREASES)

- HMHEN THE HNUMBER OF VICTIMS AND TARGETS
INCREASE.

NONE OF THESE FACTORS IS AT ALL LTIKELY TO REMAIN
CONVENIENTLY CONSTANT WHILST ONE ALONE VARIES: ALL
OF THESE FACTORS ARE PART OF THE CRIME EGUATIONM.

FURTHERMORE: THERE IS NO EVIDENT REASON WHY THESE
FACTORS SHOULD MOVE SO A5 TO EFFECT THE RATE OF
CRIME TN THE SAME DIRECTION - NOT THAT ANY CAUSAL
FACTORS BEARING UPON THEM - LIKE INCREASE IN
AVERAGE THNCOME - SHOULD MOVE THEM SIMILARLY (CF.

BOX: 1937).

I THINK T HAYE DEMONSTRATED THAT IT HWOULD BE MOST
UNUSUAL IF THE VYARIOUS ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN CRIME
INVOLYING OHNMLY ONE OR THO FACTORS IN THE
CRIMINOLOGICAL EQUATION HERE TO BE SUCCESSFUL. YET
HE MUST MOVYE OME S5STEP FURTHER: FOR A REALIST
CRIMINOLOGY CANMNOT REMAIN OM A FACTORIAL LEVEL
HHERE VYARTIABLES COULD BE STMPLY ADDED OR DEDUCTED.
FOR THE REALITY OF HUMAN ACTION ITNVYOLVYES HUMAN
CHOICE: A STATE OF JUSTICE AND INJUSTICE AND
INSTITUTIONALISED RELATIOMSHIPS. IF HWE HERE TO
REMAIN MERELY AN THE LEVEL OF QGUANTITY HWE HOULD: FOR
INSTANCE: EXPECT THAT TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF
AGENTS ONM THE SOCTAL CONTROL 5IDE OF THE EGUATION
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HOULD THNEVITABLY RESULT IN CHANGES IN CRIME RATES
JUST AS: IF WE INCREASE PRESSURE IN BOYLES'S LAW AT
A CONSTANT TEMPERATURE: VOLUME HWILL UNDOUBTEDLY
DECLINE. FOR EXAMPLE: HE <COULD 5AY THAT AN
INCREASED NUMBER OF POLICE MIGHT LEAD TO INCREASED
DETERRENCE AND COS5T OF CRIME. THUS AS THE MARGINAL
COS5T OF CRTME RISES THE CRIME RATE DECLTIMES LIKE A
S5TMPLE EQUATION OF MICRO ECONMOMICS.

BUT - TO THE FRUSTRATION OF THOSE DETERRENCE
THEORISTS - THIS STMPLY IS NOT TRUE. HE KMOHM THAT THE
CLEAR UP OF CRIME IS5 OFTEN ONMLY MINIMALLY RELATED TO
EXTRA POLICE. AND THE REASON FOR THIS HAS BECOME
ABUNDANTLY CLEAR FROM A S5SERIES OF PIECES OF
RESEARCH STRETCHING OVER THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS.

CLEAR UP - AND ULTIMATELY DETERRENCE - RELATES TO
THE PUBLIC HWILLINGMNESS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO
THE POLICE. ONLY A SMALL PROPORTION OF CRIME IS
DIRECTLY DETECTED BY POLICE WORK. NOT ONLY THE

S5TATISTIC CRIMES KNOWN TO THE POLICE BUT THE
EFFICIENCY OF POLTICE DETERRENCE IS DEPENDENT AN THE
PUBLIC-POLICE RELATIONS (SEE KINSEY ET AL 1986).

INDEED: THE TMPACT OF PUNISHMENT ITSELF IS DEPEMDENT
AN THE DEGREE TO WHICH INFORMAL S0CTAL CONTROL
SUPPORTS AND SANCTIFIES THE STIGMA. LET US LOOK NOMW
AT THE RELATIONSHIP BETHEEN THE POLICE AND THE
OFFENDER. THE ACT OF POLICING IS A DISCRETIONARY
PROCESS BY WHICH THE POLICE SELECTIVELY RELATE TO
CERTAIN TARGET POPULATIONS. FREGUENTLY THEY ACT
DEFERENTIALLY TOWARDS THE POHERFUL AND ACT
STEREOTYPICALLY AND REPRESSIVELY TOWARDS THE POOR.
THE HWHOLE BUSINESS OF POLICING IS OFTEN DEEPLY
UNDERSCORED BY THE RELATIONSHIP BETHEEN THE UPPER
AND LOWER HORKING CLASS WITH ALL ITS TRADITIOMAL
HOSTILITIES AND FREGUENT RACIST AND SEXTIST TMAGERY
(SEE KINSEY ANMD YOUNG: 1982). THUS THE DEBATE OVER
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THE EFFICACY OF BEAT POLICING IS NOT: HWHAT EFFECT
EXTRA POLICE OFFICERS HWILL HAYE ONM CRIME RATES™
RATHER: IT IS5 WHAT EFFECT HWILL THESE POLICE OFFICERS
HAYE HWITHIN A GIVEN RELATIOMSHIP? IF THE
RELATIONMSHIP FREGUENTLY VIOLATES THE RULE OF LAM:
THEN THE HNET EFFECT HILL BE TO ALTENATE THE POOR. THE
S5TEP FROM ECOMOMIC MARGINALISATION TO CRIMIMAL
ACTION IS NOT AUTOMATIC IT OCCURS UNMDER CERTAIN
COMDITIONS OF INJUSTICE. AND: TO TAKE THE EXAMPLE OF
BLACK YOUTH IN BRITISH INMER CITIES - ALL THE
EVIDENCE POINTS TO HIDESPREAD POLICE TLLEGALITIES
DIRECTED TOWARDS THEM. ECONODMIC IMJUSTICE IS
EXACERBATED BY POLICE INJUSTICE AMD: IN THESE
INSTANCES: THE DELICATE LTNK BETHEEN POVERTY AND
RESPECT FOR THE LAKW IS ALL TOD EASILY BROKEN. IT IS
POSSIBLE TO IMAGINE: HOMEVER: A POLITICAL STITUATION
HMHERE THE POLICE: DEMOCRATICALLY CONTROLLED AND
ACTING WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF THE LAKW: PROTECTED THE
POOR. HERE THE RELATIONSHIP HOULD BE THE OBVERSE
AND OME MIGHT FIND THAT MORE POLICE OFFICERS ON THE
BEAT DID ITNDEED REDUCE CRIME.

LET U5 LOOK AT THE RELATIONSHIP BETHEEN YICTIM AMD
OFFENDER. <CAM IT BE TRUE THAT MORE YICTIMS MUST
NECESSARILY MEAN MORE CRITMES?Y TAKE THE CHANGING
LIFESTYLE OF HWOMEN - FOR EXAMPLE: DOES THE
EMANCIPATION OF HOMEN: HITH ITS CONCOMITANT OPENING
UPr OF PUBLIC SPACE: MEAN AN TNEVITABLE HELTER OF
CRIME AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT? THERE IS: OF COURSE:
NO TNEVITABILITY IN THIS RELATIOMSHIP. TIN SOME
S0CTAL STITUATIONS THE INCREASED USE OF PUBLIC SPACE
BY WOMEN HAS NOT MET HITH A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE TN
CRIME AGAINST THEM: IN OTHER S0OCIAL SITUATIONS
THERE HAS BEEN A CONSIDERABLE ITNCREASE. ONE HAS
ONLY TO COMPARE THE AVERAGE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS TO
THE INNER CITY OR TO NOTE THE VERY DIFFERENT
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REACTIONS TO HOMEN IN DIFFERENT HESTERN CAPITALS TO
5EE THIS. OF COURSE: THE AVAILABILITY OF YICTIMS IS
THE NECESSARY CONDITION FOR VICTIMISATION: BUT IT IS
THE RELATIONSHIP BETHEEN YICTIMS AND OFFENMDERS (IN
THIS CASE MACHISMO AND CHAUVINIST RELATIONSHIPS)
HHICH PROVIDES THE SUFFICTENT CONMDITION. OME OF THE
MAJOR THMPACTS OF THE RECENT INPUT OF FEMINIST
RESEARCH INTO CRIMINOLOGY HAS BEEN TO STRESS THE
RELATIONMSHIP BETHEEN VICTIM AND OFFENDER AND TO
BREAK WITH THE PARTIALITY WHICH VIEHS VICTIMS AS AN
ISOLATED FACTOR IN THE CRIME EQUATION.

BUT THE HNOTION OF CRIME A5 A RELATIONSHIP IS
APPLICABLE ACROSS THE SPECTRUM OF CRITMIMALITY. TO
TAKE BURGLARY A5 AN EXAMPLE: THERE ARE VERY
DEFINITE RELATIONSHIPS BETHEEMN OFFEMDERS AND
VICTIMS (SEE R. MATTHEHWS 1987 LEA AND YOUNG: 1954,
PP.3% - 49). THE NOTION OF CRTME BEING PREDOMINANTLY
INTRA-CLASS5 HAS CONYENIENT IN TERMS OF THE INNER
CITY POLITICS OF THE KENNEDY-JOHNS0ON ADMINISTRATION
AND THE HAR AGAINST POVERTY. BUT APART FROM
OMITTING TO STRESS THE FACT THAT INTRA-CLASS VERY
OFTEN IMPLIES INTRA-GENDER: IT HAS A CONCEPTION OF
'CLASS' HHICH IS 50 BROAD AS TO RENDER THE S50CTIAL
RELATIONSHIP OF CRTME THVYISIEBLE.

EYEN HHEN HE TURN TO CRTMES OF PASSI0ON: HE FINMD THAT
THE TARGETS ARE CAREFULLY CHOSENM: THE MOST
TEMPESTUOUS MURDERER RARELY TAKES RISKS AND
HOMICIDE ITSELF FOLLOMWS VERY SCRIPTED GROUND-RULES
(SEE FELSON AND STEADMAM: 1953). THERE IS NO SUCH
THING AS AN ARBITRARY CRIME. CRIME I5 A 50CTIAL
REL ATIONSHIP. IT IS INSTITUTIONALISED: IT IS TMBUED
HITH MEANING: BOTH OFFENDERS AND VICTIMS ARE
PREDICABLE AND: ABOYE ALL: THEY RELATE TO EACH
OTHER.
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B. The Context of Crime

HE MUST PLACE THE SGUARE OF CRIME HWITHIN ITS
CONTEXT: BOTH MICRO - AND THE WIDER SOCTIETY.

a. The Micro-Context

THE MICRO-CONTEXT OF CRIME INVOLVES THE STAPLE
INGREDIENTS OF THE SITUATION: A HUMAN BEING OR
BEINGS ARE PLACED TN A PARTICULAR SITUATIOMN: THIS
INVOLYES THEIR BODILY PRESENCE AND SPATIAL
POSSIBILITIES: IT TNVOLVES GIVEN LEVELS OF CONTROL
AND SURVEILLANCE: BOTH FORMAL AND INFORMAL: IT
INVOLVES VICTIMS HWITH LEVELS OF PHYSICAL AND SOCTAL
VYULNERABILITY. ALL OF THESE ATTRIBUTES: BODY: SPACE:
SURVEILLANCE: CONTROL: HAVE: OF COURSE: BEEN TNVOKED
THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF CRIMINOLOGY AS THE
EXPLANATION OF CRITMINAL BEHAVIOUR. THIS IS NOT THE
POINT TO ENTER INTDO A CRITIGUE OF REDUCTIONISHM: THE
TEXTBOOKS ARE REPLETE HWITH AUTHORITATIVE
DISMISSALS OF SUCH NAIVE MATERIALISM. BUT
REDUCTIONISM HAS BEEN A LONG TIME DYING AND HE HAVE
S5EEN IN THE LAST TEN YEARS THEORISTS HHO HAVE EVYOKED
EVERYTHING FROM A SOUPED-UP ENDOCRIMIMNOLOGICAL
LOMEBROSIANISM: TO A THEDRY WHICH S5EEM TO BELIEVE
THAT DELTNGRUENCY SPRINGS FULLY FORMED OUT OF THE
DESTIGHN OF BUILDINGS. REDUCTIONISH: LTKE THE BELIEF
IN TOOTH FAIRIES: SPRINGS ETERMNAL AND  ITS
PERMAMNMENCE LTES: OF COURSE: TN ITS RATIONAL KERMEL.
THE PROBLEM FOR A CRITICAL POSITION IS NOT TO
DISMISS OUT OF HAND A CRIMINOLOGY WHICH TALKS OF
BODILY FUNCTIONS: SPATIAL OPPORTUNITIES:
SURVEILLANCE: LOCKS AND BOLTS: BUT ONE HHICH PLACES
AND ENCOMPASSES THESE INGREDIENTS OF THE CRIME
SITUATION. IT IS A CONSTANT FAILING OF BOTH IDEALTIST
SO0CTOLOGY AND MARXISHM TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF
THE PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS OF LIFE. THNDEED: THE HHOLE
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PROBLEM OF A LACK OF A SPATIAL DIMENSION HAS OMLY
RECENTLY BEEN ADDRESSED BY SOCIOLOGISTS (SEE
GREGORY AND URRY: 19585: GIDDENS: 19551 HWHILST
SEBASTIANO TIMPANARDO (1973 HAS TRENCHANTLY
DENOUNMCED THE IDEALISM OF MUCH CONTEMPORARY
MARXISM HWITH RESPECT TO THE BODY aAND BODILY
PROCESSES.

IT PAYS TO REMEMEBER: THEREFORE: THAT THE ARGUMENT
HITH: FOR EXAMPLE: BIOLOGICAL REDUCTIONISM: DOES NOT
INVOLYE THE DISSOLUTION OF ONE POLE OF HUMAN
NATURE. YET THIS IS5 ALL TOO0O FREGUENTLY THE
INTELLECTUAL POLICY: THE REPEATED INABILITY OF
SO0CTIOLOGICALLY MERITED CRIMINOLOGY TO FIRMLY TACKLE
LOMBROSTIANISM UNDOUBTEDLY REFLECTS THIS. WE COULD
LEARN A LOT FROM SOCTALIST FEMINISTS IN THIS AREA.
THUS MICHELE BARRETT IN WOMEN'S OPPRESSION TODAY
POINTS TO THE DIFFICULTIES OF REACTING AGATINST
BIOLOGICISM TN A HAY HWHICH REJECTS BIOLOGY
ALTOGETHER: FOR IN PARTICULAR THIS ERODES THE
FUNDAMENTAL DISTINCTION BETHEEN SEX AND GENDER:

'WE RUN THE RISK: IF AS FEMINISTS HE IGNORE ARGUMENTS
FROM THE LEVEL OF BIOLOGY: OF LEAYING THE FORCES OF
ANTI-FEMINISM AND POPULAR ARGUMENTS UNANSHERED

'SEXUAL' DIFFERENCE PRECISELY IS BIOLOGICAL
DIFFERENCE. JUST AS BIOLOGISM REDUCES GENDER TO
HHAT IT SEES AS THE 'FACTS' OF SEXUAL DIFFERENCES: 50
THIS FORM OF IDEALISM ABSOREBS SEXUAL DIFFERENCES
INTO AN ACCOUNT OF THE SO0OCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF
GENDER. TIMPANARO: AT A MORE GEMERAL LEVEL: HAS
LAUNCHED A POLEMIC AGATNST SUCH FORMS OF TDEALISM
IN MARXIST ARGUMENT. HE INSISTS THAT A MATERIALIST
ANALYSIS MUST TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE RELATIONSHIP
BETHEEN THE HNATURAL AND THE SOCIAL. IN THIS
APPROACH S5SEX DIFFERENCES: ALONG HWITH OTHER
BIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF HUMAN BEINGS: HOULD
FORM PART OF THE RAW MATERIAL ON HWHICH S50CTAL
RELATIONS ARE CONSTRUCTED ANMD WHICH THEY TRANSFORM
IN THE COURSE OF HISTORY. HE SEES BIOLOGY: THE REALM
OF THE NATURALLY GIVEM: AS THE INFRASTRUCTURE ON
HHICH HUMAN S50CTAL RELATIONS MUST NECESSARILY BE
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BUILT: AND HE ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY THE
CHARACTERISTICS WHICH MARK HUMANS OFF FROM OTHER
ANIMALS TMNHABITING THE NATURAL HORLD." (1950, PP-73
- ¥4,

b. The Macro-Context

HE MUST PLACE THE CRIMINOLOGICAL SOUARE FIRMLY IN
THE CONTEXT OF THE HIDER S0CTAL STRUCTURE. THAT IS
HE MUST RELATE OFFENDER: YICTIM: AGENCIES OF THE
S5TATE AND PUBLIC OPINION AND THEIR DEFINITIONS OF
CRIME: TO CHAMNGES IN THE HWIDER HWORLD OF INCOME
DIFFERENTIALS: EMPLOYMENT: CHANGES IN THE SPATIAL
LAYOUT OF THE CITY: FAMILY STRUCTURE: HELFARE SYSTEM:
FISCAL PROBLEMS OF THE STATE: ETC. MANY FACTORS MAY
BE TNVOLVED IN THE HIDER ORIGIN OF CRIME ALTHOUGH:
OF COURSE: - TO GREATLY STMPLIFY OUR DIFFICULT TASK -
ONLY A FEH MAY BE CRITICAL AT EXPLAINING CHANGE AT
ANY TIME. AND: OF COURSE: HWE MUST AVOID THE
TEMPTATION OF PARTIALITY - TO SET ONLY ONE ITEM OF THE
SEUARE TN ITS SOCIAL CONTEXT: WHILST LEAVING THE
OTHERS EITHER HELD CONMSTANT OR ENDOMWED HITH A
HILFUL PURPOSE COMPLETELY AT ODDS WITH THE OTHER
ACTORS TN THE EGUATION. FOR EXAMPLE: A TYPICAL
CRIMINOLOGICAL SCENARIO HOULD HAVE THE
DELINGUENTS DETERMINED: THE POLICE FREE HILLED: THE
VICTIMS PASSIVE ACTOR: HWHILST PUBLIC OPINIOM IS
IGNORED.

REALISM HOULD SET ITSELF AGAINST BOTH IDEALIST
EXPLANATIONS OF CRTME AND NAIVE MATERIALISM. JUST
AS ON THE MICRO-LEVEL THERE <CAN BE HNO S5IMPLE
REDUCTIONISM DOMMMWARDS: ON THE MACRO-LEVEL THE
REDUCTION UPHARDS OF CRIME OR POLICING TO A REFLEX
OF: 5AY: UNEMPLOYMENT OR INCOME DIFFERENTIALS MUST
BE AVOIDED. REALISM IS MATERIALIST IM THE LAST
INSTANT: FOR TO AS5ERT THE PRIMACY OF MATERIAL
FACTORS IS NOT TO DENY THE HAY IN HHICH IDEAS SHAPE
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THE HAY IM WHICH HUMAN ACTORS UNDERSTANMD THEIR
DETERMINACY. IDEAS ENTER THE EQUATION OF CRTME AT
EVERY LEVEL - TN TERMS OF THE CHANGING DEFINITIONS
OF CRTME: AS THE ROOT OF THE MOTIVATION OF OFFENDERS
IN RELATIVE RATHER THAN ABSOLUTE DEPRIVATION (S5EE
LEA AND YOUNG: 19584 PP.Y6-94). IN THE RELATIOMNSHIP
BETHEEN YICTIMS AND OFFEMDERS: IN THE STEREOTYPES OF
POLICE AND SO0OCTAL WORKERS: ETC. TO GROUMND THESE
IDEAS IN THE MATERIAL CTRCUMSTANCES OF THE ACTORS
INVOLYED IS NOT TO LOSE S5IGHT OF THESE IDEAS. YET
THIS IS ALL TOO FREGUENT IM THE DEBATES OVER FOR
EXAMPLE: THE RELATIONSHIP BETHEEN UNEMPLOYMENT AND
CRIME: HHERE BOTH LEFT AND RIGHT HING ANTAGOMNISTS
ENGAGE TN AN ADVERSARIAL POSITIVISM HHOSE VALTDITY
BEGINS AND ENDS TN THEIR COMPUTING SYSTEMS. SUCH A
GROSS POSITIVISM IS PARTICULARLY DISTURBING
AMONGST RADICALS. COULD IT BE THAT AFTER THO
GENERATIONS HHERE MECHANISTIC MARXISM HAS BEEN S0
THOROUGHLY DISCREDITED IN EVERY SPHERE: FROM THE
POLITICAL TO THE <ULTURAL: THAT IT SHOULD BE
RESURRECTED IN: OF ALL PLACES: CRIMINOLOGY? ALL OF
THIS IS5 SURELY: REMISS HWHEM HWE KNOMW THAT IT IS
ITMPOSSTIBLE TO READ POLITICAL UPRISING FROM
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS: HHEN HE KMNOW THAT POLITICAL
DISCONTENT DOES NOT MECHANICALLY REFLECT INCOME
INEQUALITIES: HHERE BOTH THE NARROMWING OF ECONOMIC
DIFFERENTIALS: AS HWELL AS THE HIDENING: CAM: TN THE
RIGHT POLITICAL CONTEXT: CAUSE RADICALISM AS HELL AS
GUIETISM.

S5UCH A DISCUSSI0ON IS TMPORTANT BECAUSE IT IS5 VYITAL
TO GROUND GENERALISATIONS IN PARTICULAR CULTURES
AND SUBCULTURES. THAT IS REALTISM MUST APPLY HHAT I
HAYE TERMED THE PRINCIPLE OF SPECIFICITY. TO
GENERALISE FROM: FOR EXAMPLE: THE RELATIONSHIP
BETHEEN UNEMPLOYMENT ANMD CRTME TN THE UNITED 5TATES
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TO THAT PERTAINING IM SHEDEN: IS5 TO VIOLATE THIS
PRINCIPLE. THE UNITED STATES IS5 AFTER ALL,
REMARKABLE NOT OMLY IN THAT IT HAS A VERY RESTRICTED
HELFARE STATE (SEE E CURRIE: 1985): BUT IN THAT IT HAS
AN ABSENCE OF A STRONG SOCTAL DEMOCRATIC TRADITION
AND A PROMOUNCED INDIVIDUALISTIC ETHOS. IT IS
SURELY NOT AT ALL REMARKABLE THAT UNEMPLOYMENT
SHOULD HAVE A DIFFERENT EFFECT IN ONE SOCTIETY THAN
ANOTHER. IT IS A CENTRAL TASK OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST
TO CONSTRUCT GEMERALISATIONS BETHEEN CRIME AND
HIDER MATERIAL FACTORS: BUT THESE MUST BE GROUMDED
IN PARTICULAR CULTURES AND 50CTAL GROUPS. FALSE
UNIVERSAL LAWS MUST BE AVOIDED. MWITH THIS IN MIND
RECENT ATTEMPTS: SUCH AS THAT OF STEVEN BOX [(19%7):
HHICH GUITE RIGHTLY ACKNOMWLEDGE THE INFLUENCE OF
IDEAS: FALTER IN THEIR ATTEMPTS AT
COMPREHENSIVENESS. FOR THE THOROUGHNESS OF HIS
HORK SERVES TO INDICATE THE CONTRADICTORY EVIDENCE
AS TO THE RELATIONSHIP BETHEEN UNMEMPLOYMENT: CRIME
AND PUNISHMENT. THESE ARE THE RESULTS WHHICH ONE
HOULD BE LED TO EXPECT IF HE ALLOW FOR CULTURAL
DIFFERENCES: BUT WHICH ARE REMARKABLE IF HE ARE
SEEKTING UNIVERSAL LAKWS.

C. Crime, Time and Material Predicaments

LET U5 LODK AT THE CRIMINAL PROCESS OVER TIME.

REALISM INSISTS THAT HUMAN BEHAVIOUR IS TO BE
UNDERSTOOD TN TERMS 0OF HUMAN CONSCIOUSHMESS
GROUNDED TN MATERIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. THAT THE
COMPONENTS OF VOLUNTARISM AND DETERMINISM: BOTH
CENTRAL TO THE REALITY OF PRAXIS IM THE HORLD: ARE
TIED TOGETHER IN THE CONCEPT OF PROBLEM-S50LVIMNG.

HUMAN BEHAVYIOUR AND CULTURE - INCLUDING THE
ACGUTISITION OF KNOHLEDGE ITSELF - IS ESSENTIALLY A
PROBLEM-50LVING ACTIVITY: IT IS HERE THAT REALISHM
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HAS A CLOSE AFFINITY WITH SUBCULTURAL THEORY (SEE
LEA AND YOUNG: 1984). THAT IS TO SAY THAT PEOPLE'S
BELITEFS ABOUT SOCTETY: CRIME - AND POLICING INM THIS
INSTANCE - ARE A PRODUCT OF THE DAY-TO-DAY
KNOHLEDGE AND PREDICAMENTS WHICH GROUPS OF PEOPLE
FACE. THEY ARE HNOT AS IDEALISTS - OF ALL POLITICAL
DESCRIPTIONS - BELTEVE A PRODUCT OF FREE FLOATING
IDEAS WHICH WE DERIVE FROM THE MASS5 MEDIA: OR AN
ESSENTIAL CULTURE CAUGHT IN ASPIC OR 'DIFFERENTIAL
ASSOCTATION' OR FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS: ETC.

THUS HWE S5START FROM THE TITMMEDIATE MATERIAL
PREDICAMENT HHICH PEOPLE CONFRONT AND EXAMINE HOMW
THIS DEVELOPS OVER TIME. AND THIS IS TRUE FOR ALL OF
THE FOUR PARTS OF THE SGUARE OF CRIME: POLICE:
PUBLIC: VICTIM AND OFFENDER. TO UNDERSTAND POLICE
PRACTICE HWE DO NOT START FROM THE RULE OF LAK: OR THE
NEEDS OF THE CAPITALIST STATE: OR POLICE CULTURE OR
THE PERSONALITY OF POLICE OFFICERS. HE START FROM
THE PROBLEMS HHICH SPECIFIC GROUPS OF COPS FACE IN
THEIR DAY-TO-DAY PRACTICE (SEE J LEA: 1986). HHERE THE
POLICE: FOR EXAMPLE: FACE THE PROBLEM OF MAKING
ARRESTS: DESPITE LOW INFORMATION FLOW FROM THE
PUBLIC: GENERALISATIONS BASED ONM THE PROBABILITIES
OF CERTAIN TYPES OF PEOPLE BEING LIKELY OFFEMDERS
BECOME OPERATIVE. AS OMLY A SMALL MINORITY OF ANY
SUB-SECTION OF THE POPULATION HAS RECENTLY: OR
INDEED EVER: COMMITTED CRIMES: '"UNHARRANTED® 5TOP
AND SEARCH BECOMES LIKELY AND ALTENATION AND LACK
OF COOPERATION HWITH THE POLICE RESULTS. BUT IT IS
NOT POLICE PREJUDICE HHICH HAS CREATED THIS RESULT
BUT THE MATERIAL PREDICAMENT HWHICH ANY POLICE
FORCE FACES WHEN TRYING TO CONTROL CRITME HWHERE
BETTER INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLIC IS NOT FREELY
AVAILABLE.
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IF HE TURN TO FEAR OF CRTME AMONG SECTIONS OF THE
PUBLIC: HWE DO HNOT SEE IT A5 PRIMARILY AN
IRRATIONALITY BASED ON OVER-AVID CONSUMPTION OF
THE POPULAR MEDIA: A PRODUCT OF MORAL PANICS
ENGENDERED BY THE VARIOUS VESTED INTERESTS FROM
JOURNALISTS TO POLICE OFFICES. RATHER HWE ATTEMPT TO
LOCATE FEAR TN THE DAY-TO-DAY LIVES OF THE FEARFUL.
LET US TAKE HOMEN: AS AN EXAMPLE. CONVENTIOMNAL
ACCOUNTS FREGUENTLY REMARK ON THE PARADOX OF THE
HIGH FEAR OF CRTIME AMOMNGS5T HOMEN DESPITE THEIR
LOWER RISK RATES THAN MENM. LET US LEAVE ASIDE FOR
THE MOMENT THAT THIS IS5 ACTUALLY IMCORRECT: THAT
HOMEM AND MEN: TN GEMERAL: HAVE NOT ALL THAT
DIFFERENT CRIME RATES AGAINST THEM. IF HE USE
SYMPATHETIC INTERVIEHERS: PARTICULARLY FEMALE: HE
GET MARKEDLY DIFFERENT RESULTS (SEE JOMES: ET AL
1956). HOWEVYER: REALIST METHOD HOULD INSTRUCT US NOT
TO DEAL HWITH THE ABSTRACTION 'WOMEN' BUT HWITH THE
MORE PRECISE GROUPINGS OF PEOPLE ACCORDING TO THE
MAJOR SOCIAL AXES: GENDER: AGE: CLASS AND RACE:
WHICH FORM THE BASIS OF ACTUAL LTVED SUBCULTURES.
TMMEDIATELY HWE DO THIS HWE FIND THAT YOUNG: LOMER
HORKING CLASS HOMEN HAVE: TN FACT: THE HIGHEST CRIME
RATE AGATINST THEM OF ANY SOCTAL GROUPING. THEY ARE
NOT BEING TRRATIONAL IN FEARING CRIME. ADD TO THIS
BEING BLACK OR FOCUS IN ON ANY INNER CITY AREA AND
THESE FIGURES BECOME EVEN STRANGER. BUT LET'S NOT
5TOP HERE. LET U5 NOTE WHAT S0RT OF CRIMES WOMEM
SUFFER FROM AND HOW <CRIME FORMS A PROBLEM
SITUATION FOR HWOMEN. FIRSTLY: THE OFFENDERS CONSIST
VERY LARGELY OF SALES: BOTH MEN HOMEMN KNOHW AND
UNKNOWN MENM ON THE STREET. SECONDLY: ASIDE FROM
CRIME PROPER THERE IS5 A GREAT DEAL OF UBIRUITOUS
SEXUAL HARASSMENT: BOTH IN PUBLIC PLACES AND AT
HORK: THAT HOMEN HAVE TO PUT UP HITH. THIRDLY: THIS
MATERIAL PREDICAMENT FORCES HWOMEM TO ThAKE
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ELABORATE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE.
AND: DESPITE ALL THESE PRECAUTIONS: WOMEN HAVE A
HIGH RATE OF VIOLENCE AGATINST THEM. IS IT THEREFORE
oD THAT WOMEN FEAR CRIME? DOES NOT A SEEMING
ITRRATIONALITY BECOME TRANSFORMED HHEN HE PLACE IT
IN TERMS OF THE REAL PREDICAMENTS OF THE
INDIVIDUALS TNVOLVED?

TO GROUND STEREOTYPES AND PUBLIC GEMERALISATIONS
IN THE PROBLEMATICS OF EVERY DAY LIFE IS NOT TO SAY
THAT THEY ARE CORRECT. OFTEN THEY ARE NOT: RATHER IT
IS TO SUGGEST THAT THEY HAVE A RATIONAL KERMEL AMD
HAYE BEEMN TESTED IMN THE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS OF
EXISTENCE. TO ARGUE THAT A COURSE OF ACTION IS
TENABLE: AS MATZA POINTED OUT: IS NOT TO ITDENTIFY IT
AS THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION: MERELY TO ACKNOHWLEDGE
THAT IT HORKS: JUST AS THE MODUS VIVENDI OF THE '"NAIVE
CHEGUE FORGER" OR THE 'RIGHTEOUS DOPE FIEND' HORKS
UP TO A POINT. PAUL HILLIS (1977): THE MOST '"REALIST OF
SUBCULTURAL THEORISTS: IS EVEM MORE EXPLICIT: HIS
'LADS' SEE THROUGH THE SITUATION ONLY TO COME UP HITH
SUBCULTURAL SOLUTIONS WHICH FURTHER INCORPORATE
THEM IN THE 5TATUS GUO. THEREFORE: TO DISCARD THE
NOTION OF MISCONCEPTIONS AS EITHER FREE-FLOATING
IDEAS PICKED UP IN THE FLUX OF EVERYDAY LIFE: OR AS
THE PATHOLOGICAL EMANATIONS OF CERTAIN PERSOMNALITY
TYPES (IE EITHER IDEALISM OR NAIVE MATERIALIST
REDUCTIONISM): IS NOT TO EMBRACE THESE STEREOTYPES.
RATHER IT IS TO UNDERSTAND THEIR ORIGIMNS AND TO
COMPREHEND THE TRUE BASIS 0OF THEIR FREGUENT
INFLEXIBILITY. THEY ARE THE PRACTICAL RECIPES OF
HUMAMN ACTION DEVISED BY TNNUMERABLE SUBCULTURES.

H I THOMAS: TN HIS FAMOUS DICTUM: HROTE: "IF MENMN
DEFINE SITUATIONS AS REAL: THEY ARE REAL TN THEIR
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COMSEQUENCES.” THERE IS MUCH FOR A REALIST TO LEARN
FROM THIS IF HE MAKE SOME ADJUSTMENTS TO ALLOKW FOR
ITS UNMDERLYING IDEALISM. IT IS OF COURSE: NOT ONLY
FALSE TDEAS WHICH ARE REAL IN THEIR CONSERUENCES:
BUT HALF UNDERSTOOD TDEAS: TDEAS WHICH ARE CORRECT
AT THE MOMENT BUT TO AS5ESS THE LIKELY LONG-TERN
OUTCOMES: TDEAS WITH A RATIONAL KERMEL YET HITH AN
UNDEVELOPED OR MISUNDERSTOOD CONTEXT: ALL ARE REAL
AND CONTRADICTORY IN THEIR OUTCOME. AND THE EFFECTS
OF SUCH BELTEFS CANNOT BE TRANSFORMED S5TMPLY BY THE
JUDICTOUS CHAMNGE OF DEFINITIONS: AS MERTON BELTEVED
HHEN HE HROTE:

"THE APPLICATION OF THE THOMAS THEOREM ALSO
SUGGESTS HOW THE TRAGIC: OFTEN VICIOUS: CTRCLE OF
SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECIES CAM BE BROKENM. THE
INITIAL DEFINITION OF THE SITUATION WHICH HAS SET
THE CIRCLE TN MOTION MUST BE ABANDONED. ONMLY HHEMN
THE ORIGINAL ASSUMPTION IS GUESTIONMED AND A NEH
DEFINITION OF THE SITUATION INTRODUCED: DOES THE
CONSEGUENT FLOW OF EVENTS GIVE THE LIE TO THE
ASSUMPTION. OMLY THEN DOES THE BELIEF NO LONGER
FATHER THE REALITY."” (1964, P.479].

THE PROBLEM HWITH SUCH INTERPRETATIONS IS THAT THEY
REGARD PREJUDICE: STEREOTYPES: ROLES AS ILLUSIONS -
AS SO0CTAL CONSTRUCTIONS SUSTAINMED MERELY BY THE
MUTUAL DECEPTION OF SOCIETY. YET IF THAT HERE TRUE
ALL THAT HOULD BE NEEDED HOULD BE A REMINDER TO
PULL US OUT OF OUR DECEPTIONS BACK INTO A MORE
LTBERAL CONSCIOUSHNESS (SEE N GERAS: 1972). THE

TROUBLE LTES MUCH DEEPER THAN THIS FOR: AS MAURICE
GODELTER PUT IT: IN CAPITALIST SOCIETY: "IT IS NOT THE
SUBJECT WHO DECEIVES HIMSELF: BUT REALITY WHICH
DECEIVES HIM.” (1972, P.295). T HAVE EXPLORED THE

REASONS FOR THIS ELSEWHERE (1975 1951) DETERMINING
CIRCUMSTANCES CREATE PEOPLE HHO ARE AT LEAST ON
THE LEYEL OF APPEARANCES LIKE THE STEREOTYPES.
EVYERY DAY OM THE STREETS: AT HORK: TN OUR OWN BOMWS: HE
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ENCOUNTER OUR OHWHM S5STEREOTYPES. THE LIBERAL
CONCEPTION THAT CONTACT HMITH OUT-GROUPS HMWILL
SHATTER PRECONCEIVED STEREOTYPES IS ALL TOO OFTEN
PATENTLY FALSE. TMNDEED: THE REVERSE IS TRUE: LITTLE
GIRLS ACT LIKE LITTLE GIRLS: BOYS HILL BE BOYS: YOUNG
BLACKS TN THE THNNER CITY DO NOT ALHAYS SURPRISE OUR
PRECONCEPTIONS: TRAVELLING PEOPLE DO NOT ALHAYS
ADHERE TO A REMARKABLE LEYEL OF HOMESTY. IT IS
AGATINST SUCH ROMANTICISM OF THE DEVIANT THAT DAVID
MATZA HARNED US (S5EE 1969: P.16). FOR A SOCTIETY WHICH
SYSTEMATICALLY BRUTALISES ITS CRIMINALS PRODUCES
LOOK- ALIKE PSYCHOPATHS: A 50CTAL ORDER MWHICH
HEAVILY STIGMATISES FEMALE DEVIATIONS FROM THE SET
ROLE PRODUCES FEMALE STEREOTYPES: AN ECONOMY WHHICH
IMPOVERISHES: MARGINALISES AND HARASSES PRODUCES
PEOPLE WITH THE HMENTALITY OF THIEVYES. THESE ARE NOT
ILLUSTONS: THEY ONLY TOO READILY EXIST: BUT THEY ARE
NOT IN ES5ENCE GEMERALISEABLE FROM ONE FROZEN
MOMENT OF TIME. THEY HAVE A PAST UNKNOMN TO THE
STEREOTYPE AND A FUTURE WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
AMARENESS TN THE STEREOTYPE. IN FACT: THE SEEMING
SO0LTIDITY OF THE STEREOTYPE IS5 IN REALITY A
CONTRADICTORY FORM: IT ACHES AT THE SEAMS: IT TEENS
HITH POSSIBILITIES: ANMND AT REVOLUTIONARY MOMENTS IT
SURPRISES: IT RISES UP AND TRANSCENDS THE FORMS
HWITHIN HWHHICH PEOPLE ARE PRESUMED TRAPPED.

REALISM: THEN: REINTERPRETS THE SELF-FULFILLING
PROPHECY: BOTH AN THE LEVEL OF DEFINITIONS AND
EFFECTS. AND:» HHILST CRITICAL OF THE FASHION IN WHICH
POSITIVISM REMAINS AT THE LEVYEL OF APPEARANCES: IT
DOES NOT SUCCUME TO THE IDEALTISM WHICH WOULD HAVE
uUsS BELIEVE THAT POLICE OFFICER: LOCAL BUSYBODY:
VICTIM AND OFFENDER ARE RARELY AFFLICTED BY A BAD
DOSE OF MISCONCEPTION MWHICH A COURSE 1IN
CONSCIOUSHMESS-RAISING HWOULD SO00N CURE. FOR: AS
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RUSSELL JACOBY PUT IT IN HIS ACERBIC CRITIGUE OF
HUMANISH:

"CRITICAL THEORY GOES FURTHER ... IT ADMITS HHAT THE
HUMANISTS EVERYHHERE DENY: THAT ROLES ARE NOT ONMLY
FRAUDULENT: THEY ARE ALS0 REAL. ROLES ARE NOT RARELY
ADAPTED BY THE SUBJECT AS A FACADE THAT CAMN BE
DROPPED HITH A LITTLE HILLPOMKER ... THE NEAT DIVISION
BETHEEN ROLES AND REAL SELVES REDUCES SOCIETY TO A
MASGUERADE PARTY. YET NOT EVYEN PLASTIC SURGERY CAN
HEAL THE PSYCHIC DISFIGUREMENT. THE S0OCIAL EVIL
REACHES INTO THE LIVING FIBRES: PEOPLE NOT ONLY
ASSUME ROLES: THEY ARE ROLES. THIS ADMISSION IS NO
CONCESSION TO TNHUMANITY. RATHER: TN ARTICULATING
THE FULL STRENGTH OF THE PREVAILING THNHUMANITY IT
HOLDS FORTH THE HOPE AT ITS MATERIAL TRANSCEMDENCE.
THE INSISTENCE: AM THE OTHER 1ILAND: AN FINDING
HUMANITY EVERYWHERE BY UNDERESTIMATIMG THE
OBJECTIVE AND S0CTAL FOUNDATIONS OF INHUMANITY
PERPETUATES THE LATTER - IT HUMANISES ITNHUMANITY.
1975 P.65).

The Problems of Practical Criminology

IF CRTMINOLOGY IS UNABLE TO EXPLATIN CRIME OUT THERE:
CRIME CAUSED BY THE CHANGES IN THE HIDER SOCIETY: IT
IS EVYEN MORE UNABLE TO TACKLE THE PROBLEM OF THE
PRACTICAL. FOR NOT ONLY DOES THIS ITMPLY A THEORY OF
HHY CRIME OCCURS AND CHANGES OVER TIME: BUT ALSO A
THEORY OF TITMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING. IF
CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY HMNEEDS TO FOCUS AM THE
EXPLANATION OF CRIME: CRITMINOLOGICAL PRACTICE: THE
GENERATION OF INTERVENTIONS PARTICULARLY DESIGMNED
TO REDUCE CRIME: REGUIRES ALL THREE PARTS OF THE
NOTION: TMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING. AND A
HEAKNESS TN THEORY IS5 EXACERBATED BY A HEAKHMNESS IN
PRACTICE. LET ME BRIEFLY OUTLINE THE PROBLEMS AT
EACH STAGE OF THE PROCESS OF INTERVENTION: FROM
THEORY FORMULATION: THROUGH ITMPLEMENTATION AND
MONITORING ANMD FINALLY BACK TO THEORY: HITHIN THE
PROCESS OF TESTING AND GENERALISATION.

FIRST LET US LIST THE PROBLEMS:
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1. THE SELECTIVE MATURE OF THEORY:

2, THE HEAKLY DEVELOPED CONCEPTUALTISATION OF THE
LTNK BETHEEN THEORY AND CRTME REDUCTIOM:

=, THE UNDERESTIMATION OF THE PROBLEMS OF
ITMPLEMENTATION:

4q. THE PROBLEM OF MEASUREMENT:

= N THE INADERGUACTES OF MONITORING AND CONTROL:
G. THE GLTEB NATURE OF THEORY TESTING!

7. THE PERSISTENT GENERALISATION OUT OF CONTEXT.
THERE IS A SECTARTIANISM IN CRIMINOLOGY
UNPARALLELED OUTSIDE THE SHORES OF ULSTER. THE
COMSTRUCTION OF A THEDORETICAL SYNTHESIS CAPABLE OF
ENCOMPASS5ING THE TOTAL MNATURE OF CRIME AND ITS
CONTROL COMES A VERY LATE SECOND TO THE SIMPLE
MINDED ADVOCACY OF ONE PERSPECTIVE COUPLED WITH THE
FIERY DISMISSAL OF ANY OTHER. AND A RESULT OF SUCH A
PARTIALITY IS OF COURSE: THAT INTERVENTIONS WHICH
MIGHT HWELL BE COUPLED TOGETHER HITH GREATER COS5T-
EFFECTIVENESS ARE THNSTEAD RUN AS EITHER-OR'S. AS IF
ANY S5INGLE POLICY INTERVENTIOM DOES HNOT HAVE
DECLTNING MARGINAL RETURNS HITH REGARDS TO ANMOTHER
AND IRRESPECTIVE OF THE FACT THAT INTERVENTIONS
RELATE TO EACH OTHER: SUPPORTING OR UNMDERMINING
EACH OTHER IN AN ORGANIC RATHER THAN AN ADDITIVE
HAY.

HITHIN CRIMINOLOGY THERE IS A PERVADING CONCEPTUAL
POSITIVISM. IN PART THIS IS MERELY THE USUAL SOCTAL
AMNESIA ABOUT THE PAST - THE CONSTANT REDISCOVERY
OF OLD TDEAS AND COMCEPTS WHHICH HAVE ALREADY HAD
MANY HOURS OF HUMAN LABOUR DEVOTED TO THEIR
REFINEMENT AND CRITIGUE: YET HHICH ARE PRESENTED AS
NEHWH DISCOVERIES (SEE JACOBY: 19735). A CENTURY OF
S50CTAL SCTENCE DOES NOT REALLY DESERVE THE S5IMPLE
VOLUNTARISM OF RATIONAL CHOICE THEORY OR THE
UNEXERCISED TAUTOLOGY OR HIRSCHI'S CONTROL THEORY.
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BUT IT IS5 IN PRACTICAL CRIMINOLOGY THAT THIS FAILING
IS5 MOST BLATANT. TAKE THE REDISCOVERY OF THE CONCEPT
OF DISPLACEMENT HHICH AFTER ALL HAS BEEN IN USE
S5INCE THE MIDDLE OF THE LAST CENTURY BY THEORISTS
S5UCH AS ENGELS AMONGST OTHERS (SEE ENGELS: 1969;
YOUNG: 19589). THERE IS VERY LITTLE EFFORT PUT INTO
CONCEPTUALISING THEIR METHOD OF OPERATION. THUS
S5UCH A CENTRAL CONCEPT IN THE DISCUSSION OF SOCIAL
INTERVENTION BECOMES REDUCED TO A LARGELY UNSTATED
NOTION OF THE PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF TMMEDIATE:
ADJACENT: CRIME SPECIFIC SLURPING OF THE PROBLEM
FROM ONE AREA TO ANOTHER. IT IS5 CAST IN A HYDRAULIC
ANALOGY WHICH EVEN EXPERTS IN FLOODING HOULD FIND
INGENIOUS. (EG REPETTO: 1974).

IN CRIMINOLOGY THERE IS A GREAT RELUCTANCE TO
ACTUALLY SPELL OUT HHAT EXACTLY IS THE RELATIONSHIP
BETHEEN AN INTERVENTION AND THE REDUCTION OF CRIME.
NEIGHBEOURHOOD HWATCH: FOR EXAMPLE: BECOMES S0OME
SORT OF MAGIC HWAMD HWHICH HWILL TACKLE BURGLARY
HITHOUT ANYONE EXACTLY EXPLATINING HOMW: HHILST OTHER
INTERVENTIONS SUCH AS YOUTH CLUBS OR #**7** DESPITE
THEIR OBYIOUS CHARM HAVE AS MUCH LOGICAL REASON TO
INCREASE CRTME AS TO DECREASE IT. TO TAKE THE NOTION
OF BETTER LIGHTING AS A PREVENTATIVE TO CRIME ON
HHICH: MILLTONS OF POUNDS: DOLLARS AND DEUTCHMARKS
ARE SPENT EVERY YEAR: THE THEORY RARELY RISES ABOVE
THAT OF THE DIMMER SHITCH. THAT IS: IF HE TURN THE
SHITCH UP CRIME GOES DOWN. AGAINST THIS ITS
OPPONENTS BELTEVYE THAT IT DOESN'T. THE DEBATE RARELY
RISES ABOVE THIS LEVEL OF SOPHISTICATION ALTHOUGH
THERE ARE THOSE WHO TALK ABOUT THE TYPE OF BULBS.
(FOR A SOPHISTICATED APPROACH SEE K. PAINTER: 1955).

NOTHIMNG BEDEVILS PRACTICAL CRIMINOLOGY MORE THAN
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THE PROBLEMS OF TMPLEMENTING A PARTICULAR POLICY.
LARGELY: IT IS ASSUMED THAT AN INTERVENTION OCCURS
MERELY BY THE CRIMINOLOGIST GIVING THE PROJECT A
LABEL. BUT IT IS5 ONE THING FOR EXAMPLE TO S5AY THAT
MOBILISATION FOR YOUTH HWAS AN INTERVENTIONM
DESIGHMED TO INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH
ANOTHER TO ACTUALLY PRACTICALLY ACHIEVYE THIS ATM. AS
HE KNOW THERE HAS A SLIPPERY SLOPE DOMWM HWHICH
MOBILISATION FOR YOUTH BECAME MOBILISATION FOR
YOUTH HORKERS. IT IS EASY TO DESIGNATE AN AREA A
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME: IT IS QUITE ANOTHER TO
ACHIEVE ANYTHING BEYOND THE LABEL - USUALLY STUCK
IN THE HOUSEHOLDERS WINDOMWS. ALL OF THE THEORY IN
THE HORLD IS USELESS IF WE DO NOT HAVE THE POKER TO
SHIFT BUREAUCRACIES INTO ACTION AND TO MOBILISE
PUBLIC SUPPORT.

THE PROBLEM OF MEASUREMENT: HHAT EXACTLY IS THE RATE
OF CRTME TN ANY ONE PLACE AND AT ANY TIME: STMPLY
HILL NOT GO AWAY. EVERY ATTEMPT AT RESOLVING THE
PROBLEM WHETHER THROUGH S5ELF-REPORT STUDIES OR
THROUGH STUDIES OF CRIMIMAL VICTIMISATION SIMPLY
REPRODUCES THE 0OLD PROBLEMS OF THE CRIMIMAL
S5TATISTICS AS CRIME KNOMN TO THE POLICE. THIS IS NOT
TO SUGGEST THAT ADVANCES TN MEASUREMENT CANNOT BE
MADE. BUT AS I HILL ATTEMPT TO SHOHW IN CHAPTER EIGHT
THE NOTION THAT WHE HAVE HARD FACTS TO FEED INTO THE
COMPUTER IS A FALLACY WHICH NEST BE GOT RID OF.

AS IT IS EVERYTHING IS UP FOR GRABS. THE ANNUAL
PUBLICATION OF CRIME S5TATISTICS - HHETHER THEY BE
CRIMES KNOKWN TO THE POLICE OR VICTIMISATION DATA -
ARE GREETED BY A FREE FOR ALL OF DENUNCIATION AND
CELEBRATION. IF THE RAPE RATE GOES UP ONE S5IDE
CONCLUDES PATRIARCHY. THE OTHER (THE POLICE) HELCOME
THE INCREASE TN REPORTIMNG AS A 5IGN OF GREATER

The Tasks Facing a Realist Criminology

29



Realist Criminology

COMFIDENCE TN THE POLICE. MORAL PANICS BEGIN: HEAVE
UP AND DIE BUT HE AS CRIMINOLOGISTS ARE UNABLE TO
PROVIDE EVEN THE MOS5T ELEMENTARY STATISTICS AS TO
THE TRUE EXTENT OF SUCH PHENOMENA A5 HEROIN USE:
CHILD ABUSE: SEXUAL OR RACTAL ATTACKS. DURING THE
PANIC OVER HEROIN IN BRITAIN IN 19582 FIGURES HERE
BANDIED ABOUT MWITH A PERSISTENT FREGUENCY AND
SOLEMN CERTAINTY. IN FOLLOMWING UP EACH OF THESE
FIGURES I FOUND THAT NONME HAS BASED ON SUBSTANTIAL
RESEARCH (SEE YOUNG: 1987B:» AND: FOR THE UNITED
S5TATES: HIDG AND HALKER: 1950). TN HESTERN COUNTRIES
AT THE MOMENT A HUGE AND JUSTIFIED CONCERMN HAS
ARTISEN OVER THE PROBLEM OF CHILD ABUSE: BUT HE
LITERALLY HAYE NO IMKLING OF THE ACTUAL NUMBERS OF
CHILDREN TNVOLVYED OR MOST TMPORTANTLY HHAT EXACTLY
HE ARE MEASURING.

GIVEN THE VAST AMOUNT OF MONEY SPENT AN CRIMINAL
JUSTICE INTERVENTIONS IT IS OFTEN A SURPRISE TO THE
NON-CRIMIMNOLOGIST THAT WVERY LITTLE OF THESE
RESOURCES ARE ADEGUATELY MONITORED. MONEY IS
THROMWN AT CRIME BOTH BY THE RIGHT ANMD THE LEFT AND
ANY RATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF TMPACT IS THE EXCEPTION
RATHER THAN THE RULE.

LET ME TAKE THE EXAMPLE OF NEIGHBOURHOOD HWATCH
HHICH EXHIBITS ALL THE PROBLEMS OF SECTIONAL
ADVOCACY: LACK OF INVESTIGATION: PROBLEMS OF
MEASUREMENT AND INADEGUATE MONITORIMNG. HATCH
SCHEMES HAVE HAD A SPECTACULAR GROMWTH BOTH IN THE
UNITED STATES AND HESTERN EUROPE. BUT IT IS: IN FACT:
AS A S50CTAL MOVEMENT RATHER THAN A5 A CRIME
PREVENTION INITIATIVE THAT IS ITS TRUE SUCCESS.
DENNIS ROSENEBAUM HAS GIVEN US A TRENCHANT CRITIGUE
OF THE WATCH S5CHEMES. TO LET US START WITH THE LEVEL
OF THEORISATION. HE HRITES:
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"THE ATTRACTION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH RESTS AN A
NUMBER OF KEY ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT NEIGHBOURHOOD
PROCESSES AND S0CTAL BEHAVIOUR. WHILE SEVERAL OF
THESE ASSUMPTIONS ARE THEORY-BASED: OTHERS ARE
S5TMPLY POPULAR BELIEFS ACCEPTED BY THE GENERAL
PUBLIC AS STATEMENTS OF FACT. TH ANY EVENT: THESE
ASSUMPTIONS (MHICH ARE RARELY CHALLENGED) MEED TO
BE STATED EXPLICITLY AND EXAMINED CRITICALLY. FIVE
OF THE MORE PROBLEMATIC ASSERTIONS ARE DISCUSSED
BELOMK: BUT THE READER SHOULD NOTE THAT THE LIST OF
ASSUMPTIONS IS MUCH LONGER.! (19585, P.1351).

IT IS TO ROSENBAUM'S CREDIT THAT HE REALISES THE
NEED TO LAY OUT THOSE ASSUMPTIONS BUT NOTE HE IS THE
FIRS5T HRITER: TO MY KNOHLEDGE TO DO S50 AND S50 THE
S5TATING OF THE LOGIC HAS CARRIED ouTt
RETROSPECTIVELY AFTER THE SETTING UP OF SCHEMES ALL
OVER THE HESTERN HORLD. IF T MAY INTERSECT AT THIS
PAINT: IT IS5 IN FACT TERRIBLY DIFFICULT TO SEE HOHM
EXACTLY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH IS LIKELY TO AFFECT
CRIME: PARTICULARLY CRISES S5UCH AS BURGLARY FOR
HHICH IT IS5 POPULARLY PROSELYTISED. FOR EXAMPLE: IN
A RECENT SURVEY CARRIED OUT IN INMNER LONDONMN (K.
PAINTER ET AL: 1989) HHICH HAS A PARTICULARLY HIGH
BURGLARY RATE HWE FOUND THAT THE AVERAGE CITIZEN
HITHESSES A BURGLARY ONCE IN EVERY THENTY YEARS.
ONES EYE BALLS HOULD ACHE MORE OFTEN THANM NOT
BEFORE A SUCCESSFUL NETGHBOURHOOD SIGHTING HOULD
BE MADEF IT IS5 IN THE AREA OF MONITORING THAT
ROSENBAUM'S CRITIRUE IS5 MOST FORMIDABLE:

"AT OUR REGUEST: LEONARD STPES (USING DOCUMENTS AT
THE NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFERENCE SERVICE)
IDENTIFIED 111 PROGRAMMES THAT CLATIM 'S5UCCESS' HITH
NEIGHBEOURHOOD WATCH BY REPORTING REDUCTIONS IN
CRIME. HHILE MANY HRITERS IN THE MASS5 MEDIA AMND
ELSEHMHERE HAVE BEEN GUICK TO CONCLUDE THAT THESE
SUCCESS STORTES ARE TRULY INDICATIVE OF THE POHER OF
HATCH-TYPE PROGRAMMES: THESE CONCLUSIONS ARE NOT
BASED OM HARD EVYIDENCE. FOR EXAMPLE: 92 PER CENT OF
THE PROJECT COLLECTED DATA USING THE ONE GROUP PRE-
TEST-POST-TEST DESIGN - A VERY HEAK RESEARCH DESIGN
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THAT IS SUBJECT TO MANY THREATS TO VALIDITY. MOST OF
THESE PROGRAMMES HERE TMPLEMENTED IN THE LATE
193705 AND EARLY 19505 WHEN CRIME RATES HERE
PEAKING AND BEGINNING TO DECLTINE ACROSS THE UNITED
S5TATES: THUS INTRODUCIMNG THE POSSIBILITY THAT
STATISTICAL REGRESSION ARTEFACTS CAN EXPLAIN THE
OBSERVED DECLINES. OFTEN: ONLY POLICE CRIME
S5TATISTICS HERE EXAMINED IN THE TARGET AREA. THE LOKW
GUALITY OF EVALUATION RESEARCH IN THIS FIELD HAS
BEEN RECOGNISED BY SEVERAL RESEARCHERS. TO
SUMMARISE THESE CONCERNS: THE PROGRAMME
EVALUATIONS ARE CHARACTERISED BY HEAK DESIGNS: AN
UNDER-USE OF STATISTICAL SIGHNIFICAMCE TESTS: A PODOR
CONCEPTUALTSATION AND DEFINITION OF TREATMENTS: THE
ABSENCE OF A YALID AND RELTABLE MEASUREMENT OF
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND OUTCOMES: AND A
CONSISTENT FAILURE TO ADDRESS COMPETING
EXPLANATIONS FOR OBSERVED EFFECTS." (1985, PP.127-
125]).

HE CONCLUDES THAT IN THE MAJORITY OF CASES HHERE
EVALUATIONS OCCURRED THE "LARGE MAJORITY ... ARE
SERTOUSLY FLAMWED.” ONLY THO EVALUATIONS TO DATE
COULD BE VIEHED AS REASONABLY STRONMNG TESTS. ONE OF
THESE: IN SEATTLE: ¥YIELDED POSITIVE RESULTS HHILST
THE OTHER IN CHICAGO YIELDED NEGATIVE. HE CONCLUDES
THAT LOGICALLY THE IMPACT OF HWATCH SCHEMES ARE
LIKELY TO BE CONTRADICTORY:

"IN TERMS OF CURRENT POLICY AND PRACTICE: THIS
ANALYSIS SUGGESTS THAT HATCH-TYPE PROGRAMMES HAVE
BEEN OVERSOLD. THERE IS5 A NEED TO RECOGHISE THAT
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH CANMNOT BE EASILY IMPLEMENTED
AND SUSTAIMED IN ALL TYPES OF NEIGHBOURHOODS. ONE
POLICY QGUESTION IS5 HWHETHER TO T7TRY HARDER TO
ITMPLEMENT NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH IN HIGH-CRTME AREAS
HHERE OBTAINING CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IS THE MOST
DIFFICULT OR TAKE A MORE SCEPTICAL VIEW THAT THIS
TYPE OF PROGRAMME MAY BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR SUCH
NEIGHEBEOURHOODS. TN ANY EVENT: ORGANISERS SHOULD
RECOGHNISE THAT A SINGLE STRATEGY SUCH AS "HATCHING'
IS UNMLIKELY: BY ITSELF: TO CURTAIL A DEEPLY ROOTED
CRTME PROBLEM AND THAT MULTIPLE APPROACHES HILL BE
NECESSARY. THIS ANALYSIS ALS0 SUGGESTS THAT
PLANNERS SHOULD NOT ASSUME THAT HATCH PROGRAMMES
ARE 'HIRED’ TO PRODUCE ONLY PRO-50CTAL EFFECTS AND
THAT UNTOWARD EFFECTS ARE ITMPOSSIBLE. CONTRARY TO
PRIOR THEORETICAL STATEMENTS ABOUT FEAR REDUCTIOM:
THERE ARE BOTH THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL REASONS
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TO BE CONCERNED THAT RESIDENTIAL MEETINGS: LEFT TO
THEMSELVES: NAY HEIGHTEN RESIDENTS' FEARS. THUS IF
THE STRATEGY IS PURSUED: THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
ORGANISERS REACHES BEYOND STMPLY ORGANISING AN
INITIAL METING: TO ENCOURAGING DISCUSSTON OF THE
'RIGHT' SUBJECT MATTER IN THE 'RIGHT' HAY. THE GOAL OF
FEAR REDUCTION THAT HAS MOVED TO THE FOREFRONT OF
UNITED STATES NATIONAL POLICY AN COMMUNITY CRIME
PREVENTION HMAY HNEED TO BE RE-EXAMINED. FEAR
REDUCTION HAY NOT BE POSSIBLE OR EVEN DESIRABLE
GIVEN THE OBJECTIVE OF INCREASING CITIZEN CRIME
PREVENTION BEHAVIOURS.” (1985 P.142).

THE IMPORTANCE OF A MULTIPLE APPROACH TO CRIME
REDUCTION TOGETHER HWITH THE RECOGHNITION THAT CRIME
PREVENTION INTERVENTIONS MAY DECREASE AMAREMESS
AND TOLERANCE TO CRIME IS5 A THEME HHICH FITS HELL
HITH REALISM AMD TO HHICH HE HILL RETURM.

AND OF COURSE: ROSENBAUM IS REFERRING TO US
RESEARCH. IN BRITAIN AND HWESTERN EUROPE THE
SITUATION IS EVYEN BLEAKER - MOST COMMUNITY CRIME
PREVENTION PROGRAMMES ARE STHMPLY NOT MONITORED: OR
IF THEY ARE: ARE MONITORED USING PATENTLY
INADERGUATE DATA AND MEASURES OF SUCCESS AMD
FAILURE. TN BRITAIN THERE HAVE BEEN: IN FACT: OMLY
FOUR ADERUATELY MONITORED PIECES OF RESEARCH:
TREVOR BENNETT'S 5TUDY OF NEIGHBOURHOODOD WATCH IN
LONDON (19587) PAT ALLAT'S STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF
CRIME PREVENTION MEASURES ON BURGLARY (1954) AND
HEDGES ET AL (19501 STUDY OF VANDALTISM AND CRIME AND
KATE PAINTER'S (1955) STUDY OF LIGHTING AND CRTME (SEE
HOPE AND DOHWDS: 1957). THERE ARE OTHERS IN THE
PIPELINE (5EE 1 LEA ET AL: 19585 AND J SEAGROVE 1955)
BUT THEY ARE FEH AND FAR BETHEENM.

THE MONITORED STUDY OF NEIGHBOURHOOD HWATCH IN
BRITAIN IS THAT OF DR TREVOR BENNETT OF THE INSTITUTE
OF CRITMINOLOGY AT CAMBRIDGE (1957). THIS STUDY OF THO
HATCH SCHEMES IN LONDON CAME TO STMILAR DISMAL

The Tasks Facing a Realist Criminology

33



Realist Criminology

CONCLUSTIONS. CRTIME HAS NOT REDUCED: INDEED IN ONE
AREA IT INCREASED: REPORTING RATES AND CLEAR UP
RATES HWERE UNAFFECTED: BUT THERE HWAS SOME
BEMEFICIAL AFFECT ONM FEAR OF CRIME YET “"THE MOST
TROUBLING RESULT HAS THE S5IGNIFICANT REDUCTION IN

HAS TO BE S5AID THAT THIS REPORT PRODUCED JUST
BEFORE THE 19587 GENERAL ELECTION HAS GREETED HITH
DISMAY IN GOVERMMENT CIRCLES. AFTER ALL
NEIGHBEOURHOOD HWATCH HWAS A MAIN PLANK OF TORY
POLICY. TN A SHORT HWHILE. OF COURSE: DISMAY BECAME
TRANSLATED INTO DOUBTS OVER THE SCHOLARSHIP OF THE
RESEARCH AND TNDEED THE REPRESENTATIVENESS OF THE
AREAS CHOSEN. YET THE HOME SECRETARY AT THE 198%
CONSERVATIVE PARTY CONFERENCE HERALDED THEN AS OME
OF THE GREAT SUCCESS STORIES OF THE TORIES LAWK AND
ORDER POLICY AND A CONCRETE EXAMPLE OF THEIR
CONCEPT OF "ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP".

Does Nothing Work? The Problems of Theory Testing

IN CASE I AM ACCUSED OF EXAGGERATING THE FAILURE OF
CRIMINOLOGY LET ME S5TRESS THAT I AM NOT ECHOING THE
FAMOUS SLOGAN '"MOTHING HORKS' HHICH HAS SOMEWHAT
INCORRECTLY ATTRIBUTED TO ROBERT MARTINSON FIFTEEN
YEARS AGD. SOME THINGS DO HORK: TNDEED IT HOULD BE A
MIRACLE: GIVEN THE VAST EXPENDITURE AN CRIMINAL
JUSTICE ALL OVER THE HORLD THAT A FEW SHOTS DID NOT
HIT THE TARGET WHETHER INADVERTENTLY OR NOT. IF
LITERALLY *NOTHIMNG HORKED" HE HOULD HAVE
REMARKABLE CLUES AS TO WHAT DID. OF COURSE: THERE IS
NO DOUBT THAT BY SHEER PHYSICAL MEASURES YOU CAN
REDUCE CRITME TN ANY PARTICULAR SPOT. BUT PROTECTING
ONE PERSON'S HOUSE MAY MAKE MORE AVAILABLE THOSE
NEXT DOER. IT IS5 ONE THING TO AFFECT CRIME RATES
AGATINST PARTICULAR INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR
PROPERTIES: IT IS ANOTHER THING TO EFFECT THE OVERALL
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CRTME RATE. AND AS T HAYE MENTIONED THE VERY CONCEPT
OF DISPLACEMENT IS VERY FRUGALLY DEVELOPED. AT THE
VERY LEAST FOR EXAMPLE EACH DIFFERENT THEORY OF
CRIME MIGHT PREDICATE DISPLACEMENT AT A DIFFERING
PLACE AND TIME.

THE PROBLEM IS5 MORE THAN HWE DO HNOT REALLY
UNDERSTAND HWHY MEASURES HWHICH DO HWORK ARE
SUCCESSFUL AND HWE DO NOT LEARN FROM THE MEASURES
HHICH DO NOT HORK. A SUCCESSFUL SCTENCE LEARNS FROM
BOTH SUCCESSES ANMD FAILURE: EACH HAS EGQUAL
S5TANDING IN THE BUILDING OF A DISCIPLINE. SOME
THINGS ARE WORKING BUT UNLESS HE SERTIOUSLY LEARN
FROM BOTH OUR SUCCESSES AND FATLURES HE ARE DOOMED
TO OME OFF INITIATIVES HWHICH DESPITE FREGUENT
APPLAUSE FROM THE POLITICIANS IN THE GALLERY GIVE
COLD COMFORT TO THE PLAYHRIGHTS IN THE HIMNGS. AND
THE CAUSE IS5 AS DOWNES AND ROCK RECENTLY PANTED
ouT:

"THERE HAS BEEN AN INDEFENSIBLE AND TRRATIONAL
TENDENCY TO DISMISS A WHOLE LINE OF THEORETICAL
REASONING AFTER THE PURPORTED FAILURE OF A S5TINGLE
DEMONSTRATION PROJECT OR EXPERTIMENT. TN MOST OTHER
AREAS OF ENGUIRY: THE CONSERUENCE OF MNEGATIVE OR
INCONCLUSIVE FINDINGS WOULD BE TO MODIFY THE
ORTIGINAL PROGRAMME IN ORDER TO CHAMGE THE OUTCOME.
UNUSUALLY HARD CRITERIA ARE APPLIED GQUITE
PRECTIPITATELY IN SOCTAL REFORM EXPERIMENTS.” (1955,
P.3201].

THE S0CTIAL REFORM EXPERIMENTS WHICH DOMWNES AND
RACK REFER TO <CENTRE PARTICULARLY AM THE
MOBILISATION OF YOUTH AND HAR AGAINST POVERTY
PROGRAMMES OF THE KENNEDY AND JOHNSON
ADMINISTRATIONS IN THE UNITED S5TATES. HERE: A
POHERFUL COALITIONM AM THE RIGHT ANMD THE NEH LEFT
UNITED TN THEIR DISMISSAL OF REFORMISM. THE FIRST
BECAUSE THEY DID HNOT HWANT CHANGE THE SECOND
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BECAUSE THEY SAWH STATE INTERVENTION AS NECESSARILY
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE: THE THIRD BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED
THAT ANY CHANGE OUTSIDE OF THE ‘FUNDAMENTAL' HAS
INCONSERUENTIAL. IT HWAS THESE THREE UMLIKELY
POLITICAL S5STRANDS MWHICH CREATED THE BASE FOR
AMERICAN TMPOS55IBILISM WHICH COSSETED THE SLOGAN
'MOTHING HORKS' THROUGH THE NIMETEEN SIXTIES AMD
SEVENTIES. BUT THE ERA OF TMPOSS5IBILISHM IN THE LATE
SEVENTIES HAS BEEN REPLACED BY A MOD OF CAUTIOUS
OPTIMISH TODAY. THIS IS PARTLY A PRODUCT OF THE MOVE
TO THE RIGHT IN THE UNITED S5TATES AND BRITAIN: PARTLY
BECAUSE OF THE REAPPRAISAL OF SO0CIAL DEMOCRATIC
IDEAS WHICH I DISCUSS IN CHAPTER THO: AMND PARTLY
BECAUSE OF THE DOWNTURN IN THE U.5. CRITME 5TATISTICS.
THE CYNIC MIGHT REMARK THAT THIS IS NOT 50 MUCH
BECAUSE THE CRIMINOLOGIST HAS SOLVED THE CRIME
PROBLEM AS THE CRIMES HAVE S0OLYED THEMSELVES FOR
THE CRIMINOLOGIST. HHATEVER: THE CHAMNGE IN THE CRIME
RATE PARTICULARLY TN THE UNITED STATES HHICH IS THE
MAJOR CONCEPTUAL MOTOR OF HORLD CRIMIMOLOGY: HAS
A DRAMATIC EFFECT AN THOSE PARADIGMS WHICH MOVE TO
THE FOREFRONT.

THUS WHERE THERE HWAS ONCE DISMISSAL: THERE IS NEH
UNDUE CELEBRATION. THUS DENNIS ROSENEAUM HRITES OF
ONE BERANCH OF CRIME CONTROL:

"DESPITE ALL THE IMPRESSIVE STATISTICS AND
LAUDATORY ACCOMPLISHMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO COMMUNITY
CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAMS: THE S5TANDARD
EVALUATIONS IM THIS FIELD: WHICH STRUCTURE THE
FOUNDATION OF PUBLIC OPINION ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF
THESE PROGRAMS: ARE SERTIOUSLY HANTING ...

THE ENDORSEMENT OF COMITY CRIME PREVENTION
PROGRAMS EXTENDS FROM MANY GUARTERS INCLUDING
FEDERAL: STATE AND LOCAL GOVERMMENT AGENCIES: AS
HELL AS CORN PITY ORGANISATIONS. THE ENMTHUSIASTIC
EMBRACING OF COMMUNITY CRITME PREVENTION IS PERHAPS
MOS5T APPARENT AT THE GRASS-ROOT LEVEL: HWHERE
PRACTITIOMNMERS ACCLAIM THE UTILITY OF THEIR EFFORTS
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THROUGH POPULAR PRESS ARTICLES AND NUMEROUS
HOMESPUN PROGRAM PUBLICATIONS: NEWSLETTERS: AND
GUTIDEBOOKS THAT ALS0O SERVE TO ASS5IST INTERESTED
COMMUNITIES IN THE PLANNING AND TMPLEMENTATION OF
PROGRAMS.

NOT E¥YERYONMNE HAS THE SAME LEVEL OF INTEREST IN
PRESENTING THE 'HARD FACTS. TO OBTAIN PROGRAM
FUNDING FROM PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SOURCES: GRANT
APPLICATIONS OFTENM HAVE A STRONG MOTIVATION TO
CONVINCE THE FUNDING AGENCY THAT IT HWILL BE
INVESTING IN A PROVEN: HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PROGRAM FOR
PREVENTING CRIME TN THEIR COMITY. LIKEMWISE: THE
GRANTING AGENCIES: ALTHOUGH HWANTING TO REMAIN
NEUTRAL TN THE ABSENCE OF HARD DATA: ALS0 HANT TO
BELTEVE THAT THEY HERE SUPPORTING A GOOD ‘PRODUCT.
MOREOVER: THE MEDIA ARE VERY INTERESTED IN SUCCESS
S5TORIES INASMUCH AS OUR LOSSES IN THE SEVENTEEN-
YEAR 'HAR AGAINST CRIME' HAVE GREATLY OUTHNUMBERED
OUR VYICTORIES. CONSEGUENTLY: HE HAVE HWITHNESSED
LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF MEDIA STORIES ABOUT THE
PROVEN SUCCESSES OF COMMUNITY CRIME PREVENTION
OVER THE PAST DECADE. GIVEN THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS:
THE PRIMARY CHECKS AND BALANCES MUST COME FROM THE
ACADEMIC COMMUNITY: ARMED HWITH EVALUATION
RESEARCH SKTLLS AND DISINTERESTED IN THE DIRECTION
OF THE OUTCOME.” (19%6: PP.19: 22, 23).

HHO IS TO BLOMW THE HHISTLE ON FATILURE™ MUCH OF THE
SuUCCESS' OF SUCH PROGRAMMES RELTES ON THE HOMESPUN
BELTIEF THAT 'OBYIOUS MEASURES MUST "O0BVYIOUSLY' HORK.
NEIGHBEOURHOOD WATCH: BETTER LIGHTING: MORE YOUTH
CLUBS ARE CLEAR EXAMPLES OF THIS: ALTHOUGH EVYEN THE
MOS5T PERFUNCTORY EXAMINATION OF THEIR LOGICAL
RELATION TO CRIME - OR FEAR OF CRIME - REDUCTION
MIGHT SUGGEST THAT IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THEIR
INPUT RIGHT HELL INCREASE RATHER THAN DECREASE THE
PROBLEM. AND DESPITE ROSENBAUN'S FAITH IN THE
OBJECTIVITY OF THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY FEH
INSTITUTIONS HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF INDEPENDENT
ENGUIRY. AS ANYONE RUNNING A RESEARCH INSTITUTE
KNOHS PARTICULARLY IN THE PRESENT FIMNANCIAL
CLTMATE: CLTENTS EXPECT THE RESULTS THAT THEY PAY FOR:
THEY DO NOT EXPECT TO BE TOLD THAT THEIR CRIME
CONTROL EXPENDITURE HAS BEEN ILL SPENT AND HASTED.
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FINALLY: LET ME BRIEFLY MENTION THE PROBLEM OF
GENERALTISATION OUT OF CONTEXT - T WILL AMALYSE THIS
IN DETAIL HHEN I DEAL HWITH SPECIFICITY IM CHAPTER
FIVE. THIS IS STMPLY THE HAY IN WHICH THE CONTEXT OF
A PHENOMENON AND ITS ACTUAL CONSTITUTION ARE OFTEN
IGNORED IN THE PROCESS OF GENERALISATION. FOR
EXAMPLE NEIGHEBOURHOOD WATCH INM THE CONTEXT OF A
DEMOCRATIC POLICE FORCE IS5 VERY DIFFERENT FROM ONE
IN HHICH THE POLICE ARE LARGELY UNACCOUNTABLE. THE
VITAL LINK BETHEEN THE PUBLIC AMD THE POLICE IS
IGNORED IF HMWE S5SIMPLY GENERALISE ABOUT MWATCH
SCHEMES OUT OF CONTEXT. AND TO REGARD EVERYTHING
CALLED ‘NEIGHBOURHOOD HWATCH' AS IDENTICAL JUST
BECAUSE OF THE SAME MAME IS5 TO BELTEVYE TN THE MAGIC
OF LABELS AND IGMORE THE ACTUAL CONSTITUTION OF
INSTITUTIONS. ALL OF THIS IS OBVIOUSLY COMPOUNDED
HHEN HWE MOVE BETHEEN COUNTRIES OR EVEN BETHEEN THE
DEVELOPED ANMD THE UNDERDEVELOPED HORLD.

THE PROBLEMS OF CRIMINOLOGY ARE THUS MANY-FOLD.
THESE ARE THE INSISTENT SECTARTANISM OF THEORY: THE
HEAK LEVEL OF CONMCEPTUALISATION OF THE INTERNAL
LOGIC OF EACH THEORY: A BLINDNESS TOWARDS THE
PROBLEMS OF POLICY TMPLEMENTATION: THE PROBLEM OF
MEASUREMENT - HWHICH SIMPLY HWILL HNOT GO AWAY:
INADERGUATE MONITORING AND CONTROL: A VERY
PERFUNCTORY HNOTION OF THEORY TESTING AND A
HAPHAZARD TENDENCY TO GEMERALISE HAY BEYOMND THE
CONTEXT OF THE SPECIFIC PHENOMENON BEING EXAMINED.
ALL OF THESE HEAKHMESSES RELATE: TO THE GULF BETHEEN
CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY AND THE REALITY OF CRIME AND
ITS CONMTROL.

The Tasks Facing a Realist Criminology

38



